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     On October 11, 1930, nationally known illustrator 
McClelland Barclay married Helene Haskin on the 
shores of Kezar Lake. The wedding was held outdoors, 
on the property of nightclub entrepreneur Don 
Dickerman, and the couple sat in a canoe on the lake 
while Justice of the Peace Waldo Seavey performed 
the ceremony. Three days later, Dickerman sold some 
of his Kezar Lake property to the newly married 
Barclay.
     So began McClelland Barclay’s connection to 

Lovell. When he first purchased the property on the 
western shore of Kezar Lake in 1930, Barclay was 
a well-known illustrator. He had run several widely 
distributed and highly lauded advertising campaigns, 
including ones for A&P Grocery Stores, Camel and 
Chesterfield cigarettes, Texaco Petroleum Products, 
Humming Bird Hosiery, and his most famous 
campaign to date, his General Motors “Body by 
Fisher” ads, featuring the “Fisher Body Girl.” 
     Barclay also had a sculpture business, which 
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From the President
     This summer was extremely busy and very 
enjoyable. We hosted two events—our Summer Fair 
and Dinner at the Garcelon Mansion—and were 
fortunate to have the assistance of two great summer 
interns, Merys Carty and Kendall Kalmans.
     At the beginning of the summer we completed the 
restoration of the second floor of our building, the 
1839 Kimball-Stanford House. This could only have 
been possible by the generous support of the following 
grant organizations: The Margaret E. Burnham 
Charitable Trust; The Helen Coe Trust; Davis Family 
Foundation; The Robert & Dorothy Goldberg 
Charitable Foundation; Henney Historical Fund; and 
Stephen & Tabitha King Foundation. Come and take a 
look as we work to create additional museum space!
     Our Summer Fair was a great success, with 
beautiful weather and a large crowd. Antique and 
contemporary dealers were on site, delicious food 
was available, and live entertainment was provided 
by Just Be-Cause. We particularly want to thank 
Barry Gilman, who served as a great auctioneer. 
Many thanks also go to all the numerous people who 
donated their time and gifts. The fortunate winners of 
the raffle of five $200 gift certificates were: Anne Wolf 
(Center Lovell Market); John & Karen Bacchiocchi 
(The Common Loon); Fred Turner (Lovell Hardware); 
Louis & Susan Ekaireb (Old Saco Inn); and Cynthia 
Westlund (Thurston’s Garage).
     Mark your calendars for our next two events. 
The Fall Harvest Festival will take place on Sunday, 
October 16th, and the Christmas Open House will 
be on December 18th, both from 1pm to 4pm. These 
annual events were postponed for two years due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and we are very excited to host 
them again. Bring the family!
     To all our donors and volunteers—many thanks 
for all you’ve done and continue to do. The Society 
has been very fortunate to receive many contributions 
in the form of volunteer work, additions to our 
collection, gifts in kind, and financial donations. 
Please remember we welcome and depend on all of 
these contributions, no matter what form.
     Best wishes, Catherine Stone

    

 2022 Events
Fall Harvest  Sunday, October 16th
Business Meeting Monday, October 17th
Christmas Open House Sunday, December 18th
Business Meeting Monday, December 19th

Fall Harvest Festival
Sunday, October 16th

1pm to 4pm

Performance by Birds on a Wire
Refreshments

Cider Press Demonstration
 Pie Sale

Crafts for Children
Dealers
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Special Collections at the UCLA Library

Helene Haskin & McClelland Barclay

became known as the “McClelland Barclay Arts 
Products Corporation” that he started in the late 1920s. 
The line consisted of lamps, ashtrays, telephone 
stands, decorative trays and candy dishes, bookends, 
paperweights, and all sorts of miscellaneous household 
items. Many of these products featured the face, body, 
or silhouette of his new wife, Helene. 
     McClelland Barclay was born on May 9, 1891, 
in St. Louis, MO, the son of Minnie and Robert 
Barclay. He studied first at the Art Institute of 
Chicago, then in New York City, St. Louis, and 
Washington, DC.  By the age of twenty-one, he was an 
established illustrator, with his work published in The 
Saturday Evening Post, Ladies’ Home Journal, and 
Cosmopolitan.
     In 1916, at the age of twenty-six, Barclay married 
his first cousin, Nannie (Barclay) McClelland. She 
was the daughter of his father’s sister and eight years 
his senior. This marriage lasted for fourteen years. 
     While married to Nannie, Barclay became 
well-known for using bold colors to depict 
stunningly beautiful women in his illustrations and 
advertisements. He was often asked to judge beauty 
pageants, beauty contests, and promotional contests, 
including the 1927 Miss America pageant. While 

judging one beauty pageant, he was asked what his 
ideal woman should look like.  He replied: “She must 
have the athletic but classic figure. Next, she must 
have poise, and there must be about her the feeling 
that she can have a burst of power.  The completing 
touch, the one which is so difficult to find and leaves 
so many seemingly perfect girls far short of the ideal 
is the spark of wistfulness about the eyes and a touch 
of smile about the mouth.”      
     Barclay knew what his perfect woman was in his 
mind, so he created her on canvas without a model. 
He began using his imaginary muse in most of his 
advertising work. She appeared as his first Fisher 
Body Girl in the early 1920s, she posed in stockings 
for his Humming Bird and Holeproof Hosiery adverts 
in women’s magazines, she baked pies in the kitchen 
for his A&P ads, and she washed her delicate laundry 
with Lux laundry soap. 
     When Helene Haskin came to model for Barclay 
in the summer of 1929, she had recently graduated 
from high school. She was 17-years-old and a part 
of the “Social Register” set. Her mother, Helen 
Coghill South Haskin, was an accomplished author, a 
radio host with a program called “The Eternal City,” 
and had won accolades during World War I for her 
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charitable work for the poor and displaced in Europe. 
She was one of a long line of Coghills from 14th 
century England, and more recently of the American 
line of Coghills, who were granted large plots of land 
in the County of Rappahannock, VA by Governor Sir 
William Berkeley. The Society section of The Daily 
Star, the newspaper of  Fredericksburg, VA, kept their 
readership updated on little Helen’s movements, 
appointments, teas, and birthdays. And her 
grandmother saw to it that little Helen went to the 
best schools, enrolling her in Mount de Sales School 
for Girls in 1923 before transferring to St. Agnes 
Episcopal School in Alexandria, VA, in 1924.
     Helene held a striking resemblance to Barclay’s 
imaginary woman, so much so that it was hard to 
believe she had not modeled for him earlier. One 
of the stories of Helene meeting Barclay was told 
by her mother to a reporter after their wedding. As 
Helene was leaving Barclay’s studio one day, his wife, 
Nannie, saw her depart. Nannie became incensed, 
certain that Barclay had been having an affair with 
his model, as her face had been appearing in his work 
for years. Nannie filed for divorce on the grounds of 
“infidelity.” Their divorce was finalized in January 
1930, and later that year 39-year-old Barclay got to 
marry his 19-year-old model. 
     McClelland Barclay used Helene as his model for 

many of his works during their relationship, and for 
many years after. She became Barclay’s model for 
his highly successful General Motors ‘Fisher Body’ 
advertising campaign. Barclay scored several Saturday 
Evening Post covers as early as 1929, and Helene’s 
likeness is on all his covers from 1929 to the early 
1930’s. 
     Ultimately, Barclay’s second marriage didn’t 
last. Helene was unsatisfied with simply posing 
in Barclay’s studio for paintings, sketches, and 
sculptures. During the Summer of 1932, she left 
New York for Hollywood to pursue an acting career. 
A year later, she filed for divorce. She was not very 
successful as an actress, landing a few small roles in 
some B movies, but she did marry well. In 1934, she 
was wed to Gregg Toland, Samuel Goldwyn’s primary 
cinematographer, who became famous for his work on 
Wuthering Heights, The Best Years of Our Lives, The 
Grapes of Wrath, and Citizen Kane.
     In the meantime, Barclay carried on in New York. 
He continued to be a successful illustrator, often using 
Mardee Hoff as his model. Mardee, who was twenty-
three years younger than Barclay, became his on-
again off-again girlfriend and secretary. She was the 
daughter of Guy Hoff, a fellow illustrator. 
     In addition to working on advertisement campaigns 
and magazine covers, Barclay began painting movie 

Saturday Home Magazine, 1942 Helene Haskin
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posters for Paramount Pictures and Twentieth-Century 
Fox. His portraits of beautiful starlets included Betty 
Grable, the most famous of all the WWII pin-up girls.
     Throughout his time as an illustrator, Barclay 
maintained a connection to the Navy. In 1917, during 
WWI, he was awarded a Navy Poster Prize by the 
Committee on National Preparedness for his poster 
Fill the Breach. The following year he worked on 
Naval camouflage, developing expertise on the topic.
     In June 1938, in an effort to improve the Navy’s 
war preparedness, Barclay was appointed Assistant 
Naval Constructor with the rank of Lieutenant, where 
he prepared designs for experimental camouflage for 
Naval combat aircraft. He was promoted to Lieutenant 
Commander (LCDR) in October 1940 and was 
assigned to the New York Recruiting Office to draw 
recruitment posters for the Navy. These posters would 
become some of the Navy’s most popular recruiting 
images of WWII.
     When the United States entered the war in 1941, 
Barclay volunteered to become a combat artist. 
He was not accepted as a part of the Combat Art 
Section but he fulfilled similar functions through the 
Recruiting Office. In early 1943, he was deployed 
to the South Pacific, traveling around and painting 
portraits of many of the Naval Officers leading the war 
effort. He had to go where they were, so in March,      
LCDR Barclay flew to Hawaii in preparation for his 
tour of duty in hostile areas. He would spend time on 
different ships and at different ports drawing sketches 
or painting the portraits of Rear Admiral Frederick C. 
Sherman, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, General 
George C. Marshall, Admiral Chester William Nimitz, 
Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, Admiral Edward C. 

Kalbfus, Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, and Brigadier 
General Charles A. Willoughby, among others.
     LCDR Barclay was transiting from Australia to the 
Solomon Islands aboard LST-342 (Landing Ship Tank, 
known to Navy seamen as a Large, Slow Target), a 
brand-new ship only just commissioned in December 
1942. The ship’s mission was to deliver ammunition 
and supplies, with a crew compliment of 13 officers 
and 104 enlisted personnel. There was extra berthing 
for some troops and passengers. Barclay was one of 
the passengers while en route to New Georgia Island 
in the Solomon Islands archipelago, cruising in the 
Blanche Channel with lights out. At 1 a.m. on July 18, 
1943, a torpedo fired from Japanese submarine Ru-106 
struck the LST, igniting its weapons stores, blowing 
the ship in two, and the stern, housing the personnel 
and berthing sections, sank immediately. Only five 
survivors lived to tell the tale. Barclay was not one of 
them.
     Barclay that year was posthumously awarded the 
Purple Heart Medal and in 1944, he was awarded 
the Art Directors Club Medal posthumously, “in 
recognition of his long and distinguished record in 
editorial illustration and advertising art and in honor of 
his devotion and meritorious service to his country as 
a commissioned officer of the United States Navy.” As 
recently as 1995, the Society of Illustrators inducted 
Barclay into its Hall of Fame.     •••

Note: This is an adaptation of an article written by 
Christopher Chambers, from East Point, Georgia. He 
served as a military cryptologist for 20 years, retiring 
from the US Army in 2012. He now works for the 
Department of the Army.

Man Firing a Torpedo from a Destroyer
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Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Sarah Clemons—gift of services; 
Judith Coates—1983 O’Day Daysailer for the 2023 Summer Fair auction; Arthur & Khamnang Cormier—
The Hanoi March: American POWs in North Vietnam’s Crucible by Gary Wayne Foster, items for the Antique 
Shop; David & Betsy Freund—18” paper cutter, items for the Antique Shop; Michael Gilman—portrait of 
Julia & Eugenia Heald, Julia Heald’s baby spoon, 2 letters to Frank Watson from John Poland, Jr., ring made 
during the Civil War by a POW at Libby Prison (in memory of Jerusha Urquhart); Gary & Mary Heroux—items 
for our Antique Shop; Doug Hollett & Pam Melroy—mid 1800s German seltzer bottle; Craig Johnson (in 
memory of Nancy Bacon Johnson)—permission to scan photos; Kalmans Family—thermal laminator; Shawn 
Lundy—Kimball-Stanford birdhouse by Craft Shack Arts; Monica Meyer—3 sets of framed postcards; Family 
of Gardner “Pat” Norton (in memory of Leewood Norton)—Camp Mudjekeewis paddle & brochure, photo of 
Leewood Norton, Boulder Brook postcard; Christine Robinson (in memory of Gustav F. Heim)—2 copies of 
Three Years of Her Life by Christine Robinson; Martha Westlund—item for the Antique Shop.

Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from:  Michael Barrow; Sandra Bell; Jim & 
Rosalie Briand; Robert & Snowdie Brown; Christina Christodoulopoulos; Charlie & Joan Dattelbaum; 
Deborah Davis; Barry & Heidi Dikeman; Lisa Flavin; David & Linda Foss; Carmen & Beth-Ann Gentile; 
Barry Gilman; Cynthia Gorman; Ford & Patsy Hutchinson; Marti Kinsel & Keith Rowe; Macky & 
Betsy Macpherson; Julie Manlogon; William Mayo; Robert & Eileen McAllister; Bill Paulmann & Sarah 
Clemons; Roger & Carol Roberts; Andrew & Angela Rostami; Ellen Rowe; Nicholas Skinner; Jim & 
Cecily Stone; Robin Taylor-Chiarello; Jessie Timberlake; Scott & Kathy Turner; Jim & Nancy Van Metre; 
Jason & Heather Ziegler.

Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Neale & Louisa Attenborough; Morris Bailey & Anita 
Miller; Jim & Carol Bicket; Mary Louise Blanchard; Virginia Chandler (in memory of Roberta Chandler); 
Jeff & Amy Crowe; Charlie & Joan Dattelbaum; Evelyn Davis; Peter Fenn & Tara Zadeh; Peter & 
Elisabeth Foukal; Jim & Betsey Gault; Collier Hands; Georgette Hardman; Lynn Hurd (in memory of Bill 
Jamison and Henry Morgan); Jean Isroe; Daniel & Marianne Kirwin; Donald & Carolyn Knights; Julie 
Lindquist; Jim & Tara Loucks; Joe Maclean; Bill & Anne Marie McCormick; William & Nancy Mende 
(in memory of Bob Gallagher); Ed & Sarah Miller; Eleanor Norton (in memory of Leewood Norton); Gary 
Orren; Mark Palmer & Janet Westlund; Bill Paulmann & Sarah Clemons; Peter Payne & Pam Ward; 

     On October 14, 1930, Don Dickerman sold 
some of his land and buildings to his friend 
McClelland Barclay. Three years later, additional 
land was sold to Barclay’s brother, Robert. 
     After the purchase, Marcus Stearns served as 
McClelland Barclay’s caretaker, both before and 
after his death. Marcus recounted several stories to 
his son, Al, including how Barclay brought many 
beautiful women to his camp to act as models. 
     One model who visited Kezar Lake was Helen 
Menardi, whose sister was married to Hoagie 
Carmichael. Helen fell in love with Marcus’s 
brother Lester, a handsome local farm boy about 
fifteen years her junior. Against the advice of his 
older brothers. Lester married her. She eventually 
took him to Hollywood, hoping to get him into 
the movies. That venture failed, they returned to 

Maine and the farm, but later divorced.
     After McClelland Barclay’s death in 1943, 
his camp on the west shore of Kezar Lake was 
left to his brother and sister-in-law, Robert and 
Bobbie Barclay. They held onto the property until 
their death twenty years later. As recounted by 
Al, “Robert’s wife, Bobbie, was well known, and 
sometimes feared, in the Lovell area for being 
a gun-toter. She was thin with frizzy jet-black 
hair, drove a purple Buick convertible at reckless 
speeds, and chain-smoked Benson & Hedges 
cigarettes. Bobbie was never without her holstered 
pistol. She often visited my family’s farm where 
she is remembered for sitting down with legs 
crossed, causing her loaded pistol to fall out onto 
the floor.”    
                                    •••
                                    _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Local Memories of the Barclays at Kezar Lake
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Mark Rogers & Sally Campbell (in memory of Howie & Eddie Rogers); David & Betty Smith; Dennis & 
Ellen Smith; Barry & Heidi Star; Jim & Rachal Stone; Barry Weiss; Janet Westlund & Mark Palmer; Rev. 
Neil & Donna Wilson (in memory of Roberta Chandler); Jason & Heather Ziegler.

If you have donated or given an artifact or other form of historical material, and it has not been listed here or 
previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and 
friends and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:

Harold Canute Buckingham, Jr., 91, of Bloomfield, CT, and formerly of Glastonbury, CT, died on June 5, 
2022. He was born on November 3, 1930, in Wilkes-Barre, PA, the son of Harold and Dorothy Buckingham. 
After growing up in Oneonta, NY, he graduated from Wesleyan University and the University of Virginia Law 
School. Harold served in the Korean conflict before practicing law for over fifty years at Day, Berry & Howard in 
Hartford, CT. He had a home on Kezar Lake and was a member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife, 
Joyce, and is survived by his three children—Margaret, Harold, and Janet—and six grandchildren.

Donald Carlisle Chandler, Jr., 86, of Fryeburg, ME, died on June 15, 2022. He was born on March 13, 1936, in 
Portland, ME, the son of Donald and Mary Chandler. He graduated from New Gloucester High School and had a 
career working on cars and farm equipment. Around 1962, he opened the Lovell Village Garage, which he ran for 
almost forty years. He ran the Tractor Show at the Fryeburg Fair, was a longtime member of the Maine Antique 
Tractor Club, and was a member of this Society. He is survived by his wife, Lynne, and his daughter, Sue.

Francis A. Dube, 73, of Lovell, died on June 18, 2022. He was born in Salem, MA, on January 5, 1949, the son 
of Richard and Claire Dube. He grew up in Swampscott, MA, and attended the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, for Forestry. He had a career in firefighting, first for the US Forest Service and then, for thirty-two years, 
with the Swampscott Fire Department. When he moved to Lovell, he worked for the Public Works Department 
and served as a volunteer firefighter. He was predeceased by his wife, Donna, and is survived by his two sons—
Michael and Paul—his stepdaughter Lindsay, and four grandsons.

George Andrew Feld, 83, of Burlington, NC, died on August 20, 2022. He was born on June 20, 1939, in 
Bronxville, NY, the son of Charles and Jeanne Feld. Andy grew up in Scarsdale, NY, graduated from Ohio 
Wesleyan University, and served in the Army for two years. He had a career as a small businessman, operating 
three service stations, and summered at his family camp on Kezar Lake. He was an active volunteer in Burlington 
and Lovell, and a life member of this Society. He is survived by his wife, Kathryn, three children—Julie, Jody, 
and Kristen—and four grandchildren.

Franklin R. McAlister, 89, of Danville, ME, died on April 19, 2022. He was born on December 26, 1932, 
in New Portland, ME, the son of Herbert and Nancy McAlister. “Bud” grew up in Danville and graduated 
from Edward Little High School. He joined the Army National Guard, worked for many years for C.F. Braun 
Engineering Company in Los Angeles, CA, and later for Bath Iron Works, performing computer cad work. He 
was a member of this Society.

Ruth E. (Morrison) Mitchell, 95, of Durham, NH and Lovell, died on September 11, 2022. She was born 
on January 9, 1927, in Elizabeth, NJ, the daughter of Edmund and Caroline Morrison. Ruth grew up in South 
Orange, NJ, and graduated from Endicott Junior College and the University of Pennsylvania Dental Hygiene 
School. She grew up as a summer resident of North Lovell and retired to her family property in 1997. Ruth was 
an active volunteer in many local organizations, and she was a life member and former Director of this Society. 
She is survived by her husband, Fred, four children—Martha Kinsel, Julia Manlogon, Jeanne, and Kenneth—four 
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
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Winchell MacDonald Moore, 91, of Hadley, MA, died on June 12, 2022. He was born on February 23, 1931, in 
Easton, PA, the son of Dale and Pauline Moore. He graduated from Rochester Institute of Technology and from 
Gallaudet College. He had a career as a teacher of a variety of subjects at Wisconsin School for the Deaf, Crotched 
Mountain School for the Deaf, and Clarke School for the Deaf. Winchell was a summer resident of Lovell, a talented 
silversmith, and a life member of this Society. He is survived by his wife, Ruth, two sons—Arthur and John—and five 
grandchildren.

Guy C. Purinton, 68, of Sweden, ME, died on July 7, 2022. He was born on July 14, 1953, in CT, the son of Clifford 
and Audrey Purinton. He grew up in Lovell and graduated from Fryeburg Academy. He was the plant superintendent 
for Bailey’s Manufacturing in Fryeburg, ME, before becoming a project manager at Dearborn. He was predeceased by 
his son, Nicholas, and is survived by his wife, Miranda, and his daughter, Kirstie.

Dorothy E. (Farrington) Smith, 91, of Fryeburg, ME, died on August 2, 2022. She was born on August 29, 1930, in 
Oxford, ME, the daughter of Ralph and Barbara Farrington. She grew up in Lovell and attended Fryeburg Academy. 
She worked at the Fryeburg Shoe Shop, Hall and Smith, Bailey’s Manufacturing, and Western Maine Nursery. She 
was predeceased by her husband, Everett, and two sons—Everett, Jr. and Bryan. She is survived by four children—
Barbara Perry, Melanie Hendrikson, Roger, and Mary Ann—ten grandchildren, twenty-two great-grandchildren, and 
two great-great-grandchildren.

Warren Roger Sorg, 91, of Marathon, FL, died on August 19, 2022. He was born on December 10, 1930, in 
Hannaford, PA, the son of Herman and Erna Sorg. He grew up in East Orange, NJ and graduated from Haverford 
College with a BA and the University of Pennsylvania with a DDS. Roger had a career as a dentist in Flemington, NJ, 
and as an innkeeper in North Hero, VT. He spent many summers in Lovell and was a member of this Society. He was 
predeceased by his wife, Caroline, and is survived by his two children—Lynn Bell and David—five grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild.


