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Digging for Bottles
By Peter B. Samuelson

The Henry F. Dresser cellar hole on Patterson Hill
Peter B. Samuelson lives in North Fryeburg and is
a well-known mineralogist in northern New England.
During his mineral collecting career, he has had
some significant finds, many of which now reside
in museums. His field collecting has also included
extensive digs at abandoned homes and former dump
sites, which have produced important discoveries. In
late 2009, he conducted a dig on Patterson Hill in
Lovell. A few months later, he wrote about his findings
and included them in an in-depth article on his bottle
digging efforts that year. The following is an excerpt
from that article, titled “Desperate Days and the
Stick Man,” which was published in the April 2010
issue of Antique Bottle & Glass Collector.

In 2009, I had received information regarding
several old cellar holes near Patterson Hill in Lovell.
The area is isolated, and for some reason I had never
spent any time here. Cold weather was not too far
away, so as a last resort, I decided to give it a whirl.
The old dirt road leading to the base of Patterson Hill
had been improved, making it possible to drive part
way there.
H.F. Dresser had maintained a farm there for
many years. The house was a center chimney Cape,
measuring about 30 feet by 40 feet with a small rock
wall cellar and a short ell. The rock foundation of an
outbuilding was observed nearby and just up the road
is where the barn once stood.

(continued on page 3)

From the President
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Last year, 2021, should have been a difficult year
because of the continuing pandemic. We canceled our
Annual Dinner and all other events, except for the
Garden Tour. Despite not having our largest fundraiser and our community outreach programs, our
supporters came through. Our membership increased
significantly, as did physical and financial donations.
We produced a video history of Lovell, and we even
hired two summer interns. It was a great year during
a trying time and we can’t thank our supporters
enough!
Beginning in September, we began an ambitious
restoration of the second floor of our 1839
headquarters, which we hope to complete by this
summer. Two non-functioning bathrooms have been
removed, floors and walls reconstructed, and a total
rewiring of the electrical service completed. We are
now in the process of repairing the walls and floors in
preparation for painting. Once completed, we hope to
expand our museum space.
Thank you to all the members and friends who
purchased Holiday raffle tickets. This contributed
to our financial well-being, and we are deeply
appreciative. The winners of the Holiday Raffle
were: Gene & Vicki Royer ($250 gift certificate to
Thurston’s Garage); Charlie Whittemore (200 gallons
of Molloy Energy Oil); John & Nancy Walcott ($200
gift certificate to the Lodge at Pleasant Point); Tom
& Lisa Gorman (Day Rental of a Pontoon Boat from
Kezar Lake Marina); Wayne & Clora Hamilton ($200
gift certificate to The Common Loon); and Beverly
Bassett (Sterling Silver Bracelet from Harvest Gold).
We have two summer internships available this
summer. This is a donor-funded program and has
been expanded for the benefit of college students in
need. Past interns have found the experience very
rewarding, and the program provides great benefits to
the Society as well. Spread the word!
Best wishes and sincere thanks,
Catherine Stone

TWO SUMMER 2022 INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE
Responsibilities: Help organize the Society’s
collection; learn the museum software program;
assist with event planning; conduct research;
assist with general office tasks.
Eligibility: Applicants must be college students
or recent high school graduates with matriculation
plans for Fall of 2022. Strong organizational
skills, computer skills, and an ability to work
independently are preferred, as is a strong interest
in history and working with the local community.
Both local and summer residents are encouraged
to apply.
General Information: The internship is for
8 weeks beginning around June 14th. Salary
is $2,500. Hours of work are Tuesdays &
Wednesdays 9am to 4pm, Saturdays 9am to 12pm,
plus two Sunday events.
Application Procedure: Candidates must submit
a cover letter and resume with names of references
by April 15th. Submit applications to the Lovell
Historical Society, P.O. Box 166, Lovell, ME
04051 or lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

THE LOVELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS 2021-2022
Catherine Stone, President
Ginny Gray, Vice President
Dee Barker, Treasurer
Liz Kerr, Secretary 		
		

LOCATION AND HOURS
The Society, located at 551 Main Street in the 1839
Kimball-Stanford House, is open on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 9am to 4pm, Saturdays from 9am
to 12pm, and by appointment. All are welcome to visit
our museum and to research our collections.
Business meetings are open to all members and are
held at 6pm every other month on specified dates.

Tentative 2022 Events
Business Meeting
Business Meeting
Annual Dinner		
Summer Fair		
August Event		
Business Meeting
Fall Harvest		
Business Meeting
Christmas Open House
Business Meeting

Larry Fox, Director
Bryan Molloy, Director
Dean Stearns, Director
Jean Stearns, Director
Trish Stearns, Director

Monday, February 21st
Monday, April 18th
Monday, June 27th
Sunday, July 17th
Date Pending
Monday, August 15th
Sunday, October 16th
Monday, October 17th
Sunday, December 18th
Monday, December 19th

CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone number: (207) 925-3234
Mailing address: P.O. Box 166, Lovell, ME 04051
Website: www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org
Email address: lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Census maps show H.F. Dresser at the base of
Patterson Hill, Lovell, Maine in 1858, 1880, and again
in 1909.
When I first visited the site, I was not impressed.
There was little to indicate any artifacts could be found
here.
The next day, I began to probe the area directly
in back of the cellar hole. Under a fallen birch tree, I
came upon remains of a cast iron wood stove, shards
of pottery, and broken household bottles. Near the
well, I dug an undamaged, “Cantrell & Co. / Belfast
/ Medicated / Aerated / Waters” bottle and several
broken fruit jars. By 3pm, the daylight was fading, so I
called it quits for the day.
For several more days I worked the ground at the
rear of the cellar hole. There were many pieces of junk
iron buried here and the remains of about 20 common
1890s bottles. I dug four whole bottles, which worked
out to be a bottle a day. This doesn’t seem like much,
but I never knew where bottles might be. It’s as if the
Dressers stood in back of the house and heaved bottles
in all directions. For some reason, I could not find a
whole bottle before noon; it was always after lunch,
but before 2pm. This held true for all but one of the 14
days spent at the site.
A short stone wall across the road from the cellar
hole was the dumping place for a few bottles, cans, old
shoes, and Redware. There were smashed medicine
and spirits bottles here, including two whiskies and
a gorgeous “Dr. Townsend’s Sarsaparilla” bottle.
Buried in the soil, at the base of the stone wall, were
a few whole 1870s bottles, and under the smashed
Townsend’s, I dug an ornate, clear, 1860s cologne
bottle with embossed stars.
During one of my visits to the Dresser place,
I had observed that the house had not burned, but
fallen bit by bit to the ground. With this in mind, I
began to explore the area where the main part of the
house once stood. There was a large amount of old
plaster here, bricks from a side chimney, and many
pieces of window glass. Where the side chimney had
fallen, I uncovered some metal objects and a broken
“Remington UMC Powder Solvent” bottle. As I was
pulling away the bricks and metal I could see the base
of a large strap-sided flask. It was resting next to some
metal and foundation rock. What a surprise I had
when I pulled the bottle free. It was whole, with only
a few minor scratches. The strap side must have given
the bottle enough strength to survive the collapse of
the house. The quart, aqua-colored flask is embossed
with a company logo within a circular slug plate. The
logo is perhaps that of the I.D. Richards Co., Boston,
Massachusetts.
As mentioned earlier, all other whole bottles dug
at this site were dug after noon, but before 2pm. The

Woodstove parts and other trash at the cellar hole

The quart strap-sided flask with the logo of
I.D. Richards Co. They were pre-prohibition
spirits merchants in Boston, MA.
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pretty flask was the only whole bottle dug prior to
noon.
On a day when I lacked ambition, I did nothing
but dig old bricks and take photos of the site. Several
bricks have hand-scribed numbers, and one special
brick had what appears to be a hand-scribed “stick
man.” I took the bricks home and didn’t think too
much about them until I visited the No. 4 Cemetery
in Lovell, Maine, where the H.F. Dresser Family is
buried.
Henry F. Dresser was born Aug. 25, 1824, died
Sept. 21, 1910. His wife, Eliza Loretta Barnard was
born Jan. 2, 1832, died Jan. 28, 1917. Daughter Hattie
Mabel died Dec. 18, 1875, 4 years, 6 months, 14 days.
After reading little Hattie Mabel’s grave stone, my
imagination got the best of me, and I talked myself
into believing that there was a connection between
Hattie Mabel and the unique “stick man” brick. Silly
old Peter became a bit teary eyed when I spoke to
Hattie Mabel about all of this: “Hattie Mabel, did
you make the nice little “stick man” on the brick?”
Her response was quite distant, so I just let it go and
agreed with whatever she said. During my visit, I
also spoke to the elders about the bottles I had dug
and brought them up to date on the condition of their
property. My question to them regarding the location
of their main dump went unanswered.
The whole scene at the cemetery was overly
dramatic, but necessary. With winter coming soon,
I was short on time and in need of material for an
acceptable manuscript.
Nearby was a maintenance crew working on a
power line. All of the goings-on in the cemetery
must have held their attention, especially had they
overheard the strange, humped over man quizzing the
dearly departed about an old bottle dump and a “stick
man.” Oh well, I was only trying to be creative.
To make a connection between Hattie Mabel and
the “stick man” image plausible and not totally a
figment of my imagination, I researched the history of
brick making in Lovell, Maine, and found that there
was and still is a workable clay deposit on the north
side of the Kezar River, where Fern Drive crossed
over the bridge. It is about 4 miles from Patterson Hill.
A portable kiln was located here many years ago, so
it’s possible that Hattie Mabel and her parents traveled
to the kiln at Kezar River for bricks to construct the
side chimney, and while bricks were being formed,
Hattie Mabel made the “stick man” mark.
It must have been a struggle to survive on Patterson
Hill in the 1800s. Henry and Eliza Dresser made it
through the years, but little Hattie Mabel was not so
fortunate. Any life-threatening accident or illness was
difficult to deal with, considering the distance between
the Dresser farm and the doctor in Lovell Village.

The “stick man” image on the old brick
Hattie Mabel died in December of 1875 and the road
to the village could have been clogged with snow. I’m
sure her parents did their best for her.
November 29, 2009, was my last visit to the H.F.
Dresser cellar hole for the season. Only one bottle
was dug, and it was nothing more than a common,
unembossed, late 1890s medicine bottle.
While at the site, I heard quite a howling noise
coming from across the road. I looked up and saw a
pack of five eastern coyotes racing through the woods.
I was not quick enough to get at my camera.
Before leaving the hill, I photographed a large
boulder, which is located a few hundred yards east
of the H.F. Dresser cellar hole next to the old road.
Many years ago, a person by the name of L.H. Jewett
worked with hammer and chisel. Of particular interest
is the backward “J” in the name Jewett. I’m still
searching for some history on this inscription.
There is still much more for me to do near
Patterson Hill next year. There are other sites to
explore, and I have yet to excavate the floor of
the H.F. Dresser cellar hole. This will be a major
undertaking, as the hole contains many bricks from
the collapsed center chimney. Considering my
arthritis, this may not be a good thing. •••
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Henry Farrington Dresser
(1824-1910)

Image identified by Charlotte Hobbs as Henry Dresser
The following obituary was most likely written
by Sumner Kimball regarding his neighbor, Henry
Farrington Dresser (1824-1910). In 1849, prior to
marrying, Henry purchased the farm of James and
Susan Eastman, which was located on Patterson
Hill near the end of Old Waterford Road. Susan
was Henry’s aunt, and included in the deed was the
provision that Henry “suitably support and maintain”
his relatives until their death.
By 1888, Henry and Loretta’s children were grown
and out of the house. While maintaining the Patterson
Hill farm, they moved to 548 Main Street, having
purchased that property from Edgar McAllister.
It appears that in February 1904 Henry suffered
ill health. A town column mentioned “Henry Dresser
is very poorly, not able to get out much this cold
weather.” This most likely relates to the severe injury
mentioned in the obituary. A few months later, Henry
deeded the Main Street house to his son, Nathan B.
Dresser, with the condition that Nathan “agrees to
maintain and support” his parents until their death.

Obituary
Henry F. Dresser died at his home here Sept. 21,
after a long and lingering illness, through which he was
faithfully and attently cared for by his wife, she taking
the whole care of him night and day.
Mr. Dresser was born in Chatham, N.H. August 25,
1824. In 1850, he married Loretta Barnard. For many
years they lived on a farm in Lovell, near the Waterford
line. Six children were born to them: William H.,
Principal of Academy at Yarmouth; Mrs. Orin Plummer
of Bridgton; Mrs. Carrie Severance of Lovell;
Mr. Nathan B. with whom they lived; Mrs. Mary Boynton
of Grafton, Mass; and Hattie Mabel, who died in 1875 at
the age of 4 years.
In 1888, they came to live at No. 4 and Mr. Dresser
still carried on his old farm in a way and also farmed
here. He was a remarkably smart man, until a few
years ago, he got severely injured, while cutting wood,
displacing some of the bones in his neck, since which
time he has failed slowly, until six months ago he was
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obliged to take his bed, and has been nearly helpless
since.
Mr. and Mrs. Dresser were married 60 years
last April and their friends remembered them by a
large post card shower. They truly labored together,
bringing up their family and educating them all.
The children were all present at the funeral which
was Sept. 24, attended by Rev. Doughty of Harbor.
There was many beautiful floral tributes noticeable,
also a lovely sheaf of wheat bearing the name
“Henry.” The internment was at No. 4 Cemetery.
Mrs. Dresser went to visit her daughters, Carrie
and Mary at Bridgton this week, and will go from
there to visit her son at Yarmouthville, and also to
Massachusetts, and will probably spend some time
with her daughter, Mrs. Boynton, who has been with
her for nearly all summer. •••

Loretta Dresser with her daughter Mary and
son-in-law George Boynton
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Margaret Babineau (in memory
of George Babineau)—2 Bibles and 6 early textbooks from the Babineau family; Merry Chapin (in memory
of Dr. Hubert & Elizabeth Barker)—photo of the Oliver C. Farrington property on Keewaydin Lake; Sarah
Clemons—gift of services; Tensy McDonald—large antique hand-carved dough trough; Linda Nista—Village
Memories and Adam and Eve Outside the Garden by W. Lawrence Stone; Chad & Eric Perkins—permission
to scan a photo; Family of Hannah Thomas—Camp Mudjekeewis memorabilia from 1945, 1946, and 1953;
Christopher White (in memory of Gardiner W. White)—collection of Severance Lodge postcards;
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Joan Bishop; Bob & Kathy Booth;
Brian & Mary Beth Bruggeman; John & Nancy Conti (in memory of Gerald Nelson); Lynne Dintrone;
Eric Ernst; Peter & Cary Fleming; John & Gretchen Geddis; Frank & Willie Gorke; Marc Greer; Ryan
& Eva Kelly; Tom & Jessica King; Cynthia Knauer; Maj. Gen. Roland & Joann Lajoie; Tom & Jeanie
Loeb; Deborah Mann & Geoff Cummings; Jim & Rebekah Mannix; Henry & Marnie Morgan; Ed &
Joanne O’Brien; Bill Paulmann & Sarah Clemons; Tom & Laura Robinson; Peter & Megan Rohr; Mary
Semple; Nicholas Skinner; Hunt & Margie Stockwell; Bob & Mary Tagliamonte; Marcia Taylor & Bill
Rice; Heinrich & Linda Wurm.
Donations for the holiday raffle were generously given by: Harvest Gold Gallery; Kezar Lake Marina; The
Lodge at Pleasant Point; Molloy Energy Services; Hal & Carol Taylor, Thurston’s Garage.
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Donations for the restoration of the second floor have been gratefully received from: Margaret E. Burnham
Charitable Trust; Helen Coe Trust Fund; Davis Family Foundation; The Robert and Dorothy Goldberg
Charitable Foundation; Henney Historical Fund; Stephen & Tabitha King Foundation; Kevin Rooney.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Joshua Adams; Kris & Sukey Barthelmess; Scott & Carolyn
Conti; Arthur & Khamnang Cormier; Jeff & Amy Crowe; Peter DeMidio & Maggie Legere; Barry & Heidi
Dikeman; Brian & Ann Diskin (in memory of David Evans); Jennifer Duncan (in memory of William Brooks);
Erik & Beth Eames; Keith & Grace Fleeman; John & Deborah Fossum; Peter & Elisabeth Foukal; Eric &
Allison Fowlie (in memory of Charles Fowlie); Elmer Fox; Patricia Gibson; Jane Gleason; Wayne & Clora
Hamilton; David & Becky Hamlin; Collier Hands; Peter Heinz & Robin Prescott; Kim Henry; Jay & Jean
Hunter; Jean Isroe; Carl & Shirley Kah; Cynthia Knauer; Christine Kuhn; Curtis & Jane Lansing; Ray
Littlefield; Joyce MacDonald; Malcolm & Elizabeth Macpherson; Peg Mason; Kevin McElroy & Kate Butler;
Ed & Sarah Miller (in memory of Jean & Bill Schoch); Margrit Newman; Linda Nista; James Oliver; Dan &
Jeanne Ouellette; Stan & Sally Perham; Chad Perkins (in memory of Frank & Juanita Perkins); Anne Pilsbury;
Rick & Shelley Pilsbury; Anne Prescott & Peter Heinz; Russ & Ruth Reardon; Alice Rogers; Keith Rowe &
Marti Kinsel; Frederic Sater; Mary Semple; Jeffrey & Catherine Shell; Brad Smith; David & Betty Smith (in
memory of Mercer Blanchard); Dennis & Ellen Smith; Martha Steen; Jim & Rachal Stone; Arthur Sumbler &
Joan Butler; Paul Surdak & Cristin Calvi; Deb Tait; Hal & Carol Taylor; George & Zoe Trautman; Cynthia
Westlund; Judith Whitney; David Woods (in memory of Evie Woods); Heinrich & Linda Wurm.
If you have donated or given an artifact or other form of historical material, and it has not been listed here or
previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and
friends and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam

We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:
Sherry Diane (Pendexter) Bois, 70, of East Waterboro, ME, and formerly of Lovell, died on November 24, 2021.
She was born on October 27, 1951, the daughter of Roger and Gertrude Pendexter. She grew up in Bridgton and
graduated from Lake Region High School. Sherry was the Town Clerk and Treasurer of the Town of Lovell for 35
years. She was predeceased by her son, Sam, and is survived by her husband, Paul, and two stepdaughters—Rachel
and Megan.
William Raymond Dopheide, 93, of Belfast, ME, died on October 8, 2021. He was born on June 18, 1928,
in Chicago, IL, the son of Carl and Pearl Dopheide. After serving in the army, he devoted his career to speech
correction. He received a BA from Western Michigan College, an MA from Pennsylvania State University, and a
PhD from Michigan State University. Upon moving to Maine in 1968, he started the Speech and Hearing program at
the University of Maine in Orono. Bill spent many summers on Kezar Lake and was a life member of this Society.
He was predeceased by his first wife, Marjorie, and one grandson. He is survived by his second wife, Jane, four
children—Kate, Marcia Clark, Annamarie, and Mark—three grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
Karl W. Furtado, 61, of Lovell, died on September 26, 2021. He was born on September 1, 1960, in Fall River,
MA, the son of Frank and Ann Furtado. He graduated from Tiverton High School in Rhode Island. He had a career
in auto body repair, and managed many shops. Karl was a member of the Masonic Lodge Delta 153, serving as
Master, and was a member of the Lovell Volunteer Fire Department. He is survived by his wife, Joyce, one daughter,
Kimberly, and two grandsons.
Margaret Dean Hendrick, 71, of Lovell, died on July 14, 2021. She was born on June 23, 1950, in Kennebunkport,
ME, the daughter of Arthur and Marguerite Hendrick, Jr. After graduating from Colby Junior College, she learned
newspaper lay-out, first working for the York County Coast Star. Deanie later became Editorial Production Manager
of Sail Magazine. She moved to Lovell in 2008 and was a contributor to this Society.
Erwin B. McAllister, Jr., 57, of Fryeburg, ME, died on November 12, 2021. He was born on August 19, 1964, the
son of Erwin & Lucy McAllister, Sr., and was raised in Lovell. After graduating from Fryeburg Academy, he had a
career in auto body repair, owning his own auto body shop, Western Maine Auto Body, for over fifteen years. He is
survived by his wife, Kerri, one daughter, Stacy Geller, and four step-children.
Robert Earl Morse, 61, of Lovell, died on October 22, 2021. He was born on November 14, 1959, in Norway, ME,
the son of Earl and Barbara Morse. He was employed at several factories in South Paris and Norway, worked for the
towns of Oxford and Lovell, and was later employed by Clark’s Caretaking of Lovell. He is survived by his wife,
Holly, two children—Jacob and Joshua—three step-children, and five step-grandchildren.
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Robin (Balch) Prescott, 94, of Miami, FL, and formerly of New York City, NY, died on November 27, 2021. She
was born on July 16, 1927, in Shaker Heights, OH, the daughter of Thomas and Almeda Balch. She received a BA
from Vassar College, an MA from Boston University, and a PhD from Wayne State University. She worked in the
field of speech science and audiology as a speech therapist, as a clinical manager at a children’s hospital, and as a
college professor. She and her husband bought the Valentine Little farmhouse at the top of Hatch Hill in 1983, and
was a life member of this Society. Robin was predeceased by her husband, John, and her son, Jake, and is survived
by three children—Ann, Lyle, and Robert—and seven grandchildren.
Richard Durant Rice, 88, of Lovell, died on October 3, 2021. He was born on February 25, 1933, in Cambridge,
MA, the son of Durant and Louise Rice. He had a degree in biology from Bard College and studied library science
at the University of Rhode Island. He served in the Army Medical Corps, taught at the Interlochen Academy for
the Arts, and was a librarian in Pawtucket, RI. Richard was also skilled at graphic design and drew illustrations for
children’s books. He was a contributor to this Society.
John Parker Smith, 82, of Sweden, ME, died on December 31, 2021. He was born in Middletown, CT, on June 24,
1939, to Leroy and Louise Smith. He grew up in Middle Haddam, CT, graduated from East Hampton High School,
and served in the Air Force for four years. John had a career in the restaurant business, retiring as an executive at
Friendly Ice Cream. He moved to Fryeburg and founded several real estate businesses. He was a life member of this
Society. He was predeceased by his first wife, Linda, and is survived by his second wife, Marilyn, two children—
Alan Roy and Jennifer Roy—and three grandchildren.
Robert Day Stearns, 95, of Sarasota, FL, died on September 22, 2021. He was born on March 14, 1926, in
Lovell, the son of George and Avis Stearns. He served in the Army during World War II and then graduated from
the University of Maine in Orono. He had a career in the Army, retiring in 1969 as a Lieutenant Colonel. After
retirement, he taught high school math in Mattituck, NY, for almost twenty years. He was a member of this Society.
He was predeceased by his wife, Joan, is survived by his five children—Sara, Lesley Ackroyd, Douglas, Craig, and
David—and eleven grandchildren.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-22” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

