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The Boys of Summer
By Barry Gilman

Lovell’s Steve Blood in the winner’s circle at Oxford Plains Speedway, 1971
After World War II, GI’s returning home found the
need for excitement and entertainment. Those were
the days when, other than the radio or movie theater,
people were left to their own devices regarding how
they spent their leisure time. In May of 1949, Beech
Ridge Speedway opened in Scarborough, followed by
Oxford Plains Speedway in May of 1950. These two
racetracks offered close proximity to Lovell stock car
racing hopefuls.

Some of the first local people to get involved in
racing were Roger Brown, Dexter Bresette, Edgar
Grover, Bill Grover, Dave Merrill, Fred Fox, Gordon
(Stub) Eastman and his son Stubby, Ralph Farrington,
Cliff Hill, Kelly Dunham, and Gerry Andrews.
Bill Grover and Dave Merrill raced a 1948 Ford
coupe. The car was Dave’s daily driver until one day
the drive-shaft fell out and they decided to make it
into a stock car. They built and worked on it at the

(continued on page 3)

From the President

TWO SUMMER 2021 INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE

2021 is proving to be an interesting year. The
pandemic continues to influence some of our
activities, but we are optimistic that our need for
precautions is almost over. We certainly hope so!
Despite challenges, we have maintained our
regular operating hours and expanded some of our
services to the community. We have continued
organizing our collection and conducting research.
Inquiries regarding family and town history have
increased. We have also begun planning for a major
project – the restoration of the second floor of the
Kimball-Stanford House. All of this has kept us very
busy.
Unfortunately, for the second year in a row, we
will not be holding our largest fund raiser – the
Summer Fair – but we are planning a Garden Tour!
The event will be held August 1st in the afternoon
and should prove to be enjoyable and safe. The
logistics are still being figured out, but please let us
know if you would like to assist in any fashion. We
are presently lining up both flower and vegetable
gardens and would love suggestions.
We also expect to repeat last summer’s successful
raffle to benefit our local businesses. While the future
is looking brighter, the difficult financial times have
not ended. We hope to help them as much as we
can by providing gift certificates to promote their
businesses.
Also, please note that we have two summer
internships available this year. This is a donor-funded
program and has been expanded for the benefit of
college students in need. Past interns have found the
experience very rewarding, and the program provides
great benefits to the Society as well.
In closing, thank you to all of our supporters for
helping us weather these difficult times. We expect
another challenging year, but we will get through
this!
Best wishes and stay safe, Catherine Stone

Responsibilities: Help organize the Society’s
collection; learn the museum software program;
assist with event planning; conduct research;
assist with general office tasks.
Eligibility: Applicants must be college students
or recent high school graduates with matriculation
plans for Fall of 2021. Strong organizational
skills, computer skills, and an ability to work
independently are preferred, as is a strong interest
in history and working with the local community.
Both local and summer residents are encouraged
to apply.
General Information: The internship is for 8
weeks beginning June 15th. Salary is $2,500.
Hours of work are Tuesday & Wednesday 9am
to 4pm, Saturday 9am to 12pm, plus one Sunday
event.
Application Procedure: Candidates must submit
a cover letter and resume with names of references
by April 14th. Submit applications to the Lovell
Historical Society, P.O. Box 166, Lovell, ME
04051 or lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

THE LOVELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS 2020-2021
Catherine Stone, President
Michelle Molloy, Vice President
Dee Barker, Treasurer
Liz Kerr, Secretary 		
		

LOCATION AND HOURS
The Society, located at 551 Main Street in the 1839
Kimball-Stanford House, is open on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 9am to 4pm, Saturdays from 9am
to 12pm, and by appointment. All are welcome to visit
our museum and research collections.
Business meetings are open to all members and are
held at 6pm every other month on specified dates.

2021 Events
Business Meeting
Business Meeting
Garden Tour		
Business Meeting
Fall Harvest		
Business Meeting
Christmas Open House
Business Meeting

Bryan Molloy, Director
Lou Olmsted, Director
Dean Stearns, Director
Jean Stearns, Director
Carol Taylor, Director

Monday, April 19th
Monday, June 21st
Sunday, August 1st
Monday, August 16th
Sunday, October 17th
Monday, October 18th
Sunday, December 19th
Monday, December 20th

CONTACT INFORMATION
Phone number: (207) 925-3234
Mailing address: P.O. Box 166, Lovell, ME 04051
Website: www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org
Email address: lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Center Lovell Garage, owned by Bill’s dad, Edgar
Grover. Bill and Dave were too young to drive in
1956, so Dexter Bresette drove for them. The next
year, both Bill and Dave took a few turns driving while
Dexter and finally Gordon Brown ended up the main
drivers.
Gerry Andrews, Stubby Eastman, and Fred Fox
converted a 1947 Ford pickup into a race car. They
worked on it at the blacksmith shop in Lovell Village
next to the Masonic Hall. Stub Eastman helped the
boys, and Fred Heim painted it red, white, and blue.
The truck was numbered GL-70 and they called it
Gleemin GL-70 (Gerry’s name was Gerry Lee) after

the popular toothpaste of the day.
Ralph Farrington built a 1947 Ford coupe, raced it
some, then switched to a Hudson. Ralph’s dad was an
experienced Hudson mechanic, and he always drove
Hudsons. Ralph raced in 1957 and 1958, and his son
Ralph Jr. otherwise known as “Hopsing,” continued
the family tradition.
Stock car racing was not just a man’s sport. Lovell
women also worked on, owned, and raced stock
cars. Dot Kilgore and Roger Brown built a 1932 or
1933 Ford coupe Class A car (the fastest class) with
the help of Roger’s brothers and raced it at both
speedways. Two of the brothers, Stanley and Gordon,

Stubby Eastman and the Gleemin GL-70, circa 1957

Cliff Hill, Ernie Luneau, & driver Bill Grover, dated June 26, 1965
3

Pete Fox and his 2 + 2 stock car, 1969

Corlis Watson, Bruce Thurston, & Allen Kimball
with Bruce’s #3 stock car, 1975

did most of the driving. Dot had another car that she
raced, and it appears she was racing in the men’s
divisions. She shared a helmet with Ralph Farrington,
and they had to rotate who would drive in what race.
In later years, other Lovell women raced, including
Rachel Chandler in the Ladies “Powder Puff” races
and Lisa Libby in the “Jack and Jill” events.
In the Spring of 1965, while still living on our
dairy farm at the foot of Christian Hill, I witnessed
something that would change my life. A stock car was
being pushed up Church Street, they turned it around
in our driveway and pushed it back down the street.
Steve Blood, Bruce Thurston, and Jim Chandler had
just built a stock car to race at Oxford Plains, newly
acquired by Bob Bahre the previous year. They didn’t
get the engine started that day, but the next evening
I heard it running with no exhaust. That loud noise
got my attention, so I walked down to check it out!
I was instantly hooked and would eventually spend
over forty-three years working in the automotive parts
industry. They were working on it at Jim Chandler’s
home across the street from Cappy and Dot Bell’s
store (now Rosie’s). All three tried their luck at
driving, but Steve prevailed as the more consistent
driver.
Steve Blood became Lovell’s winningest stock
car racer. He was a natural born competitor, playing
football, basketball, and baseball at Fryeburg
Academy. After graduating in 1960, he began working
in the woods for Jim Chandler. A skidder accident
changed his career path to auto body and fender repair.

In 1968, when he was asked why he raced stock
cars, he gave the following response: “It’s a lot like
other sports to me,” he said. “I like the competition.
Some guys play golf. Hell, I know more about cars
than golf, so I guess I kinda gravitate toward racing.
It’s a lot of fun just to go out there and see if you can
beat the other guy. Even if you can’t, there’s a lot of
satisfaction in the competition.”
Steve’s dad, Merton Blood, became interested in
racing, after first referring to it as foolishness. Mert,
as he was known, was a professional millwright.
His hobby became building stock cars. He acquired
a small building from Conifer, which the family
converted into a garage to work on the race cars.
The Blood’s built a new stock car in 1966. It was
a 1956 Ford two-door hardtop, numbered 122. After
the car was built, it needed to be painted. Mert was
in Bridgton picking up some parts, and he stopped at
Hayes Western Auto. They had a gallon of “Horizon
Blue” on sale, and for the next three years the car was
known as Horizon Blue 122. Driving that car, Steve
got his first two checkered flags that year in qualifying
races.
In the winter of 1966-1967 another Ford two-door
hardtop was converted into a stock car, and a better
more powerful engine was built. 1967 proved to be
a good year as Steve ended up in 21st place, just
missing the coveted top 20. This was a time when
there were over 125 cars racing.
The next year, 1968, proved difficult, with a
wrecked car and engine problems. In an interview that
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Track photo of Steve Blood driving #122 at Oxford Plains Speedway, 1970
year, Steve made the following comments: “Things
aren’t going well this year. We’ve had engine trouble
all season. Four weeks ago we put in a brand new
engine, but it still hasn’t run well. I don’t know –
we just can’t seem to get up a head of steam.” On
a positive note, Steve’s team picked up their first
sponsor that year – Craig’s Village Store. Craig’s
helped to finance the team for several years, joined by
Hammond’s Building Supply and Thurston’s Mobile.
In 1969, the Speedway started a new class called
the Charger division, using six-cylinder engines.
Steve didn’t decide to race that class until later in
the year. That same year, Pete Fox built a car and got
involved with the Blood crew, and Steve drove Pete’s
car to his very first feature win. He would win another
feature in his own car that year.
Steve decided to run full-time in the Charger
division in 1970. He and fellow racer Bill Birney
gave fans a lot of thrills that year as the two of them
ran neck and neck all year long. Both racers won nine
feature races and Bill won the track championship on
the last race of the year.
In 1971, Steve proved almost unbeatable as he
won thirteen feature races and the coveted track
championship. In just three years in the Charger
division, Steve had racked up twenty-four feature
wins!

Oxford Plains Speedway used to have a rule
requiring drivers to move up a division following a
championship, so Steve spent most of the next five
years in the Limited Sportsman division (V-8 engines).
He drove his own car but also drove for Henry Shaw
of North Conway and Ralph Gallagher of Fryeburg.
Steve would win a feature for Henry driving a Buick
in 1974 and winning in 1976 driving a Chevrolet for
Ralph.
After the 1976 season, Steve would take the next
twelve years off, telling everyone he was “going
fishing.” During this time, his father, Mert, built his
own cars and worked on several cars for other drivers.
These drivers included son-in-law Bruce Thurston,
Everett Danforth, Nathan Greenleaf, Mert’s youngest
son Scott, and Al Hammond (one of Oxford Plains
greatest drivers). Mert was well known and respected
at Oxford Plains Speedway for his ability to make a
stock car handle on the racetrack.
Steve came back to race in 1988, after his father
asked him to drive a Ford Fairmont. Mert had built
the car and wanted his son to help correct some of the
car’s handling issues. Steve agreed to return, to “give
Dad one more win.” He would win two races that year
and three the next year. Altogether, father and son won
fifteen races – seven in 1992 – before the speedway
disbanded the Charger division.
5

Steve continued to drive until the end of the
1994 season. He ended up with forty-six wins in all,
forty-four in the Charger division and two wins in the
Sportsman division. Steve drove in the very first year
of the Charger division in 1969 and the very last year
in 1994. He was the only driver to do so. His fortyfour wins in the Charger division is the most of all
time and a record that will never be broken. In 2015,
he was inducted into the Maine Motorsports Hall of
Fame.
Relatives of Steve have continued the family
tradition of short track success. Steve’s son-in-law,
Dale Shaw, builds stock cars and was a successful
racer throughout the East Coast. Both of Steve’s
grandsons, Dale Shaw Jr., or “D.J.,” of Conway, NH,
and Evan Armington of Lovell, have had successful
racing careers. It is interesting to note that both boys
won championships at age 16.
When Evan won his first Modified feature race
at Oxford Plains Speedway on August 8, 2015, he
reflected on the historical significance of continuing
this Lovell family’s tradition: “He [Steve Blood]
was an Oxford guy through and through, with an
occasional trip to Beech Ridge for that year-end
deal. So, to be carrying on his tradition of success in
weekly racing is a huge source of pride for me. It’s
hard to describe how good it feels to pit my car on the
same concrete slab he used back in the day. We even
work on the car where his old shop once sat, although
it’s been expanded to three bays now. It’s pretty cool
to keep that history alive.” •••

Mert and Steve Blood at the track, 1992

Evan Armington winning at Oxford Plains Speedway in 2014
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Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Steve & Beth Armington—
permission to scan photos; Beverly Bassett—permission to scan photos, miscellaneous documents; Steve & Gail
Blood—permission to scan photos; Anne Brown (in memory of Benjamin Brown)—permission to scan postcards;
Sarah Clemons—gift of services and supplies; Erik & Beth Eames (in memory of George & Louise Guillet)—U.S.
Military model 1884 Springfield rifle, permission to scan photos, puzzle box owned by Newton Newkirk; Barry
Gilman—permission to scan photos, article for newsletter; Peter & Cindy Fox—permission to scan photos; Joanne
Howard—large postcard collection; Lovell United Church of Christ—pewter communion set for the Lovell
Village Congregational Church; David Sanderson—glass negative of a Lovell farm scene, 1914 Don Dickerman
postcard, Little Readers’ First Book with several Don Dickerman drawings; Paulette Serbin—permission to scan
photos, transcriptions of the diaries of Eugenia (Gray) Watson from 1901 through 1958; Dean & Pat Stearns—
permission to scan Rodolph McAllister’s building permit notes from 1963 through 1973; Linda Tenney—two early
Farrington’s postcards; Bruce & Pat Thurston—permission to scan photos; Town of Lovell—Lovell Town House
sign; Hannah Warren—Don’t Forget to Wind the Clock by John Derr.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Ulla Bjarngard; Priscilla Brown; Charles &
Joan Dattelbaum; Deborah Davis; Jane Gleason.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Michael Bannon; Ray & Kathy Bessette (in memory of Henry
McDeed); Donna Blake; Walter & Ann Blazewicz; Brian & Mary Beth Bruggeman; the Coe Trust; Arthur
& Khamnang Cormier; Charles & Joan Dattelbaum; Deborah Davis; Peter DeMidio & Margaret Legere (in
memory of Margie Ward); Peter & Tara Fenn (in memory of Bob Fenn); Elmer Fox; Tom & Debbie Gilmore;
Collier Hands; Lynn Hurd (in memory of Merwin Hurd & Marcia Hurd Ingraham); Ford & Patsy Hutchinson;
Dan & Marianne Kirwin (in memory of Jim Cahill); Laurie Klinger; Walt Krauser; Bob & Paula Lawrence;
Fred & Ruth Mitchell; Robert & Duff Prescott; John & Helen Roberts; Bruce & Alice Rogers; John & Carol
Sargent (in memory of Edwin & Joanne Sargent); Arthur Sumbler & Joan Butler; George & Zoe Trautman.
If you have donated or given an artifact or other form of historical material, and it has not been listed here or
previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and
friends and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:
Roberta Irene Blood, 44, of Lovell, died on February 14, 2021. She was born in Lovell on February 23, 1976,
the daughter of Roderick and Jennifer Blood. She owned several businesses and also worked at Camping World in
Conway, NH.
Richard Herbert Coates, 82, of Waxhaw, NC, died on January 30, 2021. He was born on March 15, 1938, in
Newark, NJ, the son of Norman and Beatrice Coates. He graduated from Temple University and had a career in the
metal industry. He summered on Kezar Lake, having purchased a home at Quisisana in 1983. He is survived by his
wife, Judy, three daughters—Beth-Ellen, Karen, and Melissa—and four grandchildren.
David A. Conary, 83, of Bryant Pond, ME, died on February 10, 2021. He was born in South Paris, ME, on
March 3, 1937, the son of Wilfred and Arline Conary. He was raised in South Paris and Cranston, RI, and graduated
from Bowdoin College. He worked at a number of financial institutions before retiring and joining the family-owned
Kezar Lake Marina. He was survived by his wife, Fran, two sons—Lee and Whitney—five grandchildren, and eight
great-grandchildren.
Frances (Harrison) Conary, 82, of Bryant Pond, ME, died on February 14, 2021. She was born in Providence, RI,
on February 25, 1938, the daughter of Fredric and Juanita Harrison. She was raised in Cranston, RI, and graduated
from Cranston East High School. She and her family owned the Kezar Lake Marina. She was predeceased by her
husband, David, and is survived by two sons—Lee and Whitney—five grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
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Samuel Elmer Kilgore, 72, of Indiana, PA, died on August 15, 2020. He was born in Hiram, ME, on
August 23, 1948, the son of James and Doris Kilgore. Sam was raised in Lovell and attended Lovell schools.
He had a career in the military, serving two tours in Vietnam and retiring as a Staff Sargent in the Army. He
was predeceased by his daughter, Melissa, and is survived by his wife, Barbara, one son, Roman, and two
grandchildren.
Sandra Lou (Davis) Merrill, 80, of Lake Havasu City, AZ, died on January 17, 2021. She was born in South
Paris, ME, on February 11, 1940, the daughter of Lewis and Hazel Davis. After graduating from Fryeburg
Academy, she and her husband, David, moved to Fort Lewis, WA. They returned to Lovell after her husband’s
retirement in 1971, then moved to Arizona in 1999. She is survived by her husband, David, three children—
Lucinda Denison, Debra, and Jeffrey—seven grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Charlotte Althena (Perkins) Smith, 94, of Lovell, died on January 7, 2021. She was born on December 16,
1927, in Auburn, ME, the daughter of Claude and Eleanor Perkins.
Vincent Tortorici, 72, of Tewksbury, MA, died on January 6, 2021. He was born on April 4, 1948, in
Cambridge, MA, the son of Salvatore and Ann Tortorici. He was raised in Medford, MA, and was a long-time
resident of Tewksbury. During his career as a piping design draftsman, he worked for several distinguished
engineering companies in the Boston area. He had a summer home at Timber Bay Shores and was a member
of this Society. He is survived by his two children—Deanna Bourbeau and Paul—and four grandchildren.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-22” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

