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Wessebago: A Tale of Three Professors
By Morrie Bailey and Kit (Gortner) Hood
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It all started with one brother visiting another 71
years ago.
Steve Bailey, after receiving his PhD, started
teaching at Wesleyan University. Shortly thereafter,
he paid a Kezar visit to his older brother, Albert
Bailey. Al was married to Lea Allison, the only
daughter of one of the five founding members of the
Rattlesnake Island Trust. Steve and his wife, Peetie,
(or Cornelia, as she was never called) came for a visit
to Al and Lea’s Rattlesnake Island cottage, Medawisla
(“loon” in Abenaki), in late summer 1949. By the end
of that weekend, Steve and Peetie had fallen in love
with Kezar Lake.
Before driving back to Connecticut, they stopped
at William Severance’s real estate office and found
a parcel of land with a rustic cabin for sale by the
Boy Scouts, located on Alaska Bay on the northwest
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side of the lake. Unfortunately, the Lovell property’s
$15,000 price was out of reach for the Baileys. Steve
resolved to search for partners to buy in with him as
soon as he got back to Wesleyan. Steve could be both
persistent and persuasive. He was also about to become very lucky.
That fall, while he should have been preparing
his teaching materials, Steve asked two colleagues to
visit the property with him: Ross Gortner, a Wesleyan
biochemistry professor who loved to fish, and John
Sease, a chemistry professor. After the three spent
a weekend at the lake, all loved Kezar and decided
to buy the property. Ross, with his wife (Priscilla)
and two children (Kit – co-author of this article
– and Doug) agreed to help swing the mortgage
payments. John and wife, Mary, who had four kids
(Peggy, Cappy, Ann, and John, Jr.) would provide

(continued on page 3)
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I’m sure it will come as no surprise that we have
cancelled our Summer and Fall events—the Summer
Fair; Dinner at the Garcelon Mansion; and the Fall
Harvest. Hosting any mass gathering does not make
sense while the Covid-19 pandemic persists. It is
unfortunate, particularly because our two large
summer fundraisers will not be held, but we will
survive.
Ever optimistic, we hope to host our Christmas
Open House in December. Until then, the KimballStanford House is open for visitors. We have two
summer interns hard at work—Dory Brosnan and
Cecilia Cormier. Stop by to say hello, conduct some
research, or visit our museum displays. We welcome
your visit and merely request that everyone wear a
mask and practice safe social distancing.
We are conducting an unusual raffle to benefit
local businesses during these difficult times. Thanks
to the generosity of a few donors, in addition to using
some of our operating funds, we have written $3,000
in checks to 12 businesses that have supported us
over the years. In turn, they have supplied us with
$250 gift certificates to raffle. Our goal is to help our
town. Perhaps the raffle winners will donate their gift
certificate to those in need. At the very least, the raffle
will boost the sales of the local businesses. Everyone
should benefit.
The businesses are: Center Lovell Market;
Ebenezer’s Pub; Harvest Gold Gallery; Kezar
Lake Marina; Lodge at Pleasant Point; Lovell Box
Company; Lovell Hardware; Molloy Energy; Old
Saco Inn; Oxford House Inn; Rod Iron Design; and
Rosie’s.
We can’t thank these businesses enough, just
as we can’t thank our members enough. Over the
last month, many of you have generously donated
financially to this organization. We hope this will
minimize the loss we expect this year and are greatly
appreciated.
Best wishes and stay safe, Catherine Stone

There are many opportunities that friends of
the Society can help support its endeavors.
Here are some ways one may do so:
• General gifting
• Specific gifting for a dedicated purpose
• Gifts in memory of a special person
• Giving membership to the Society as a gift
• Gifting goods or services
• Gifting through one’s will or trust documents
• Gifting through stock or other assets
The Lovell Historical Society is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization and all gifting is taxdeductible by the donor to the full extent of the
law.
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constantly hanging to dry from the living room tie
rods, the three-professor partnership held firm. They
loved it! But the rigors of that first summer’s close
quarters did foreshadow housing and ownership
changes.
In the fall of 1951, the Baileys bought out Gortners
and Seases interest in the southernmost piece of the
jointly owned property. Russ Smith from Stoneham
and Herb Durant from Waterford agreed to be general
contractor and foreman in the building of the ranchstyle camp Steve and Peetie had drawn out with a
ruler and pencil on a legal pad. The Bailey’s first
summer in their new home was 1952. Five years later,
the Gortners bought the Seases’ interest in the original
property when John Sease bought the large house
and beautiful property owned by John and Dorothy
Layden across Picketts Cove from the Baileys.
In the early 1950s, the lake provided the only
reliable way to get to the outside world. The West
Side “Road” was a rough trail, hardly passable by
car. Wessebagoites regularly left their cars at North
Lovell Landing and, depending on the weather,
made the delightful or disagreeable passage of 2-1/2
miles across the lake. A small wooden rowboat
with a 7-1/2 hp Elgin motor that came with the
camp provided a key means of transportation. Often
Nonny, the Gortner foxhound, would jump in and

the property’s down payment. In October 1950
Wessebago was born.
How did the name come about you ask? It has
nothing to do with Sebago Lake. Wessebago is an
acronym stemming from the property’s origins: WES
= Wesleyan; SE = Sease; BA = Bailey; and GO =
Gortner. Now you know.
In the summer of 1951, all three families spent
time together in the cabin, which consisted of three
bedrooms, a boathouse with bunks, a non-screened
porch (the “bedroom” Kit shared with the raccoons),
a tiny kitchen, and a living room. There was one small
bathroom inside, plus an outhouse for added relief.
In addition to the six adults, there were five children
under the age of nine, two of the women were
pregnant, and it rained nearly all summer. Evenings
were spent in song, accompanied by Steve playing the
accordion, along with games and scary ghost stories
by Steve at bedtime.
Camp rules and traditions were born. When all of
the now-adult children were asked for memories for
this article, to a person they all said “The Candy Bar
Jar!” If you cleaned your plate at supper, you were
allowed to reach in and choose a candy bar from the
glass jar that sat on a shelf only reachable by an adult.
The only source of heat was a drafty fireplace.
There was no clothes dryer. Despite the cloth diapers

Morrie Bailey (second from left) supervising pre-swim calisthenics
with Ross, Pris & Doug Gortner, Steve Bailey, and Nonny the dog,
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swim alongside. That is, until she became too tired
and had to be hauled dripping wet into the boat.
Regular shopping was just up the hill at Hallie and
Shorty Harriman’s North Lovell General Store. The
Harrimans became close friends and would often go
out of their way to bring in special items (such as
fresh lobster or Atlantic salmon) for their across-thelake regular customers.
To accommodate the necessary marine travel
(and their fishing interests), that first summer Ross,
John, and Steve decided that they would build a large
(at that time) 12-foot, wooden motor boat in John’s
garage in Portland, Connecticut, over the winter. The
wooden boat arrived in pieces as a kit from either
Montgomery Ward or Sears, and the guys spent
winter weekends putting it together. How a chemist,
a biochemist, and a political scientist put together
anything that actually floated remains a mystery.
We youngsters were not allowed to interfere in this
important “Dad” work. The “White Boat” (as it was
called) had a Sears SeaKing 12 hp outboard – real
power in those days. The White Boat and motor sank
at the dock during Hurricane Carol in 1954. It was,
however, resurrected and dried out and saw many
years of faithful service. What remains of the White
Boat rests in Vermont on the property of one of Kit
Hood’s friends who visited Wessebago one summer
after the boat had been decommissioned, took pity on
it, and brought it to its final resting place.
After the Bailey camp was built some 700 feet
away from the original, now Gortner-Sease cabin,
communication between houses was a big pain.
Telephone service didn’t reach Wessebago until the
1960s. Walking next door multiple times a day in
the pouring rain got old quickly. And we children
proved unreliable messengers. So Ross, Steve, and
John researched and bought an intercom system that
was high tech then but was really just one step more
sophisticated than two-cans-and-a-string. This new
device consisted of two basic metal box speakers,
connected by electrical wire that got strung between
the original camp’s kitchen and the Baileys master
bedroom - the closest point to the other house. There
was one problem: the system had only one source of
power, which was on the box at the Gortner-Sease end
of the line. When they wanted to call the Baileys, they
plugged in the unit, let the cathode ray tubes warm
up, pressed down the speak button, and “Yoo-hooed”
loudly until one of the Baileys went to the bedroom
and responded. The Bailey end was inhabited by
the non-scientist, so of necessity was lower tech.
The Baileys purchased an Army/Navy surplus bugle
for the purpose of making noise. They would open
the bedroom window then blow a two-note tune on

Kit Hood in the White Boat, 2019
the bugle in the direction of the other camp in the
following cadence: Ta Ta Ta-TAAA! This would go
on repeatedly until one of two things occured: (1)
someone in the Gortner-Sease household heard the
signal and plugged in their end of the squawk box;
or (2) the Baileys ran out of air. The advent of the
telephone made the intercom obsolete, but to this day,
the bugle sits on the bedroom fireplace mantle in the
Bailey master bedroom.
In addition to fishing, other Wessebago pastimes
included water sports, many shared meals, and
collective musical evenings at the Baileys camp.
On the lake side of the Bailey camp lies a rough
outdoor stone fireplace that predates the property
ownership by Wessebago. In their era, the Boy Scouts
built the fireplace and used that area overlooking the
Lake to the north as an evening bonfire and council
area. Many meals were (and still are) cooked and
enjoyed here by all. Especially loved and anticipated
were Steve’s blueberry pancake breakfasts.
Steve Bailey’s parents both passed away just at
the time the Bailey camp was built. Their piano was
brought across the ice once the camp was completed.
Steve played by ear and knew most of the Great
American Songbook by heart. Ross on occasion would
join with Blue Skies on the trombone. The record
player provided the foundation for many evenings of
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Steve and Peetie Bailey cooking pancakes, circa 1954
dancing, much singing (seldom completely on key),
and an occasional beverage.
One of Ross Gortner’s first biochemistry students
at Wesleyan was Fred Ferguson. They both loved to
fish and so began a lifelong friendship. Starting in
1955, Fred and Dottie Ferguson and their five children
visited the Gortners every summer for several weeks.
Every evening the guys went out fishing, and over the
years, they shared many fish dinners. Fred and Ross
had not only to catch and clean the fish, but also cook
them, dredged in cornmeal and sautéed to perfection.
On July 13, 1971, Ross went fishing alone and caught
a huge smallmouth bass, 3-3/4l bs. He went over
to brag about it to Fred and learned that that same
day, Fred caught the biggest one of his life, a 4-lb.
smallmouth!
Later that day Steve suggested they take the fish
to show Al Bailey, also an avid fisherman. By prior
agreement the two fish were hidden below the gunnel
as they approached Al’s Rattlesnake Island dock.
When Al walked onto his dock, one of the guys held
up one of the fish. Al made appreciative, polite “ooh”
and “awh” noises. Then on signal, the guys held up
the other fish. Al went saucer-eyed and speechless.
When he recovered he asked the obligatory “where
did you catch them?” To which, in his best deadpan,

Ross and Fred, circa 1955
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Steve replied, “in the lower lip.”
Ross and Fred died within a few months of each
other in 1988, Fred first then Ross. We think Ross
died of a broken heart at losing his fishing buddy.
In September 1989, the Ferguson family bought
the Sease property, thus continuing the legacy of
Wessebago cabin ownership.
Our shared property and love of the Lake have
provided the foundation for lifelong friendships and
treasured memories. Wessebago is now into its fourth
family generation. The children of the founders,
along with three generations more, call Alaska Bay
on Kezar Lake home. Along with our children and
children’s children and our treasured Ferguson and
Vauclain family neighbors (Roberts and Rohr),
we recall each summer what Wessebago’s original
founders discovered: a setting beyond compare; a love
for Kezar Lake, the woods and the mountains; and a
togetherness that has always felt and behaved more
like a family compound than just a couple houses on
one of the world’s most beautiful lakes.
•••

Ross and Record Bass, 1971

Co-authors Kit (Gortner) Hood and Morrie Bailey, 1953
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In Memoriam

We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:
Robert Foster Bishop, 79, of Yarmouth, ME, died on March 27, 2020. He was born in Portland, ME, on
May 13, 1940, to Edward and Pauline Bishop. He graduated from North Yarmouth Academy and the University
of Maine. He also served in the U.S. Army in Okinawa and Vietnam. He had a career as a CPA, owning his own
business. Bob had a home at Evergreen Valley and was a member of this Society. He is survived by his wife,
Judy, his two sons—Thomas and Robert—and two grandchildren.
Timothy Baker Blodgett, 90, of Concord, MA, died on January 2, 2020. He was born in St. Paul, MN,
graduated from Williams College, and served in the Air Force during the Korean War. He had a career in
journalism and spent twenty-five years at the Harvard Business Review, retiring as the magazine’s Executive
Editor. Tim summered on Kezar Lake and was a life member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife,
Becky, and is survived by his four children—Sarah, Amy Walker, Jeff, and Katie Celi—and eight grandchildren.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Beverly Bassett—John Shirley
Gerry’s diary for 1963, news clippings; David Cadigan—tribute to Bishop George Cadigan; Fryeburg
Historical Society—photo of the Lovell Square Dancers in 1927, permission to scan Irene Dunham’s Area
Families of Fryeburg & Lovell Maine; Doug Hollett & Pam Melroy— items from Bill & Alice Hollett’s
collection of primitives, including a log peavey, hand saw, brown enameled jug, and iron nail puller; Erin
Kenneally—1940s doll house; Stephen Kinney—Dodo Knight photograph; Stewart Roberts—portrait
of Hallie Harriman; David Sanderson—Don Dickerman postcards for the Blue Horse & the Pirate’s Den,
announcement for the 1925 Pirates’ Ball.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Donna Blake; Harold & Joyce
Buckingham; John & Joan Crowe; Stanley Dolley; John Kaplan; Joyce MacDonald.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Glenn Allison; Neale & Louisa Attenborough; Ray
& Kathy Bessette (in memory of Henry McDeed); Mercer & Mary Louise Blanchard; David & Eva
Bradford; Jim & Rosalie Briand; Chris Brink & Jill Rundle; Harold & Joyce Buckingham; Tom & Sue
Coffman; Bruce & Barbara Collins; Scott & Carolyn Conti; Arthur & Khanmang Cormier; George &
June Croonquist; Jeff & Amy Crowe; Tim & Pam Cyr; Barry & Heidi Dikeman; Jim & Dolly Dineen;
Leo Dunn & Betsy Alden; Frank & Barbara Eastman; Barbara Evans; Phil Fauntleroy; Jean Fleming;
Peter & Cary Fleming; Emily Fletcher; Elmer Fox; Charlie Gallie; Barry & Nona Gilman; Goldberg
Charitable Foundation; Frank & Willie Gorke; Tom & Lisa Gorman; Wayne Hadlock & Jane Woodbury;
Collier Hands; Georgette Hardman; Bob & Anne Hatch; Linda Heald; Phyllis Hetzler; Ethel Hurst;
Jean Isroe; Allan & Patty Jenkins; Scott & Bonnie Kischer; Cindy Knauer; Christine Kuhn; Ray
Littlefield; Lodge at Pleasant Point; Tom & Jeanie Loeb; Dick & Kathy Lyman; Joyce MacDonald; Mary
MacKenzie; Macky & Betsy Macpherson; Phil & Phyllis Marsilius; Nathaniel & Deborah Mason; Peg
Mason; Catherine McDowell; Jack & Mary McWilliams; Eric & Michelle Meltzer; Ed & Sarah Miller;
Winchell & Ruth Moore; David & Ruth Morine; Rob & Jill Oxford; Robert & Ericka Pasersky; Stan
& Sally Perham; William & Sandra Pitas; Mary Porter (in memory of Arthur Porter); William & Nancy
Rackoff; Charles & Kelly Rickards; Anne Riecken; Bruce & Alice Rogers; Chet & Cindy Rogers; Kevin
Rooney & Dan Vicencio; Cliff Rowe; Ellen Rowe; Keith Rowe & Marti Kinsel; Peter & Kate Schoch;
Mary Semple; Kim & Janet Sheffield; Robin Siegel; David & Betty Smith; Dennis & Ellen Smith; Todd &
Sarah Smith (in memory of Joan Brown); Roger Sorg; Dean & Pat Stearns; Jean Stearns; Hunt & Margie
Stockwell; James & Cecily Stone; James & Rachal Stone; Robin Taylor-Chiarello; Bruce & Pat Thurston;
Jessie Timberlake; David & Alison Tomlinson; Vincent Tortorici; Jim & Nancy Van Metre; Herman
& Nancy Voigt; Peter Wert; Jim & Tess Whitmore; Judith Whitney; Rev. Kenyon & Nancy Wildrick;
Robert & Nancy Wilson; Anne Wolf; Bruce Zabinsky & Bonny Boatman; Jason & Heather Ziegler.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material, and it has not been
listed here or previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our
members and friends and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.
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“Thank You” Raffle
Win one of Twelve $250 Gift Certificates
to the following local businesses:
Center Lovell Market
Ebenezer’s Pub
Harvest Gold Gallery
Kezar Lake Marina
Lodge at Pleasant Point
Lovell Box Company
Lovell Hardware
Molloy Energy
Old Saco Inn
Oxford House Inn
Rod Iron Design
Rosie’s
Tickets are $1 for one or $5 for 6 - Raffle Drawing to be held July 18th, 2020
Tickets can be obtained at Rosie’s, Lovell Hardware, and the Center Lovell Market;
by contacting the Society via phone at (207) 925-3234;
email at lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by mail at P.O. Box 166, Lovell, ME 04051.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-21” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

