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Lovell’s Shook Industry
By Catherine Stone

Hauling apples in barrels made in Lovell

The early settlers of Lovell were an industrious
lot - clearing land, cultivating fields, and harvesting
timber. In the process, small farms made many of
their daily necessities, including wooden containers.
These containers were used for storage and to transport
goods. This was before the advent of plastics, stainless
steel, and corrugated cardboard.
Making wooden containers was not just a result of
necessity. It also became a source of cash money. The
people making the containers as a profession were
called coopers. They would make wooden, staved
vessels, held together with wooden or metal hoops that

had flat headings or ends. They primarily made casks,
barrels, buckets, vats, firkins, and troughs.
By the 1830s, barrel making was an important
industry in Lovell. The business was called the shook
industry because of the way the wood was bundled
together for transport. The staves and headings were
formed into barrels or boxes and then dismantled.
Next, they would bundle them together into a kit for
shipping. In the process of bundling the wood, they
would shake the material. Shook bundles took up less
space for shipping.
Charlotte Hobbs (1879-1968), one of Lovell’s

(continued on page 3)

From the President

This summer was extremely busy and very
enjoyable. We hosted two events—our Summer Fair
and our biennial House Tour—and were fortunate to
have the assistance of a great summer intern, Jonathan
Griggs.
Our Summer Fair was a great success, with beautiful
weather and a large crowd. Antique and contemporary
dealers were on site, delicious food was available, and
live entertainment was provided by Just Be-Cause.
Back by popular demand, Frank Eastman served as a
great auctioneer. Many thanks go to all the people, too
numerous to mention, who donated their time and gifts.
The fortunate winners of the raffle were: Lou & Nancy
Olmsted ($100 gift certificate to Rosie’s); Joanne
Howard ($100 gift certificate to Lovell Hardware); and
Sarah Jones ($100 gift certificate to Center Lovell
Market).
We conducted our seventh House Tour in August,
which was extremely popular. We want to thank
our home owners—Tim & Pam Cyr; Tom & Debra
Gilmore; Grove & Wendy Newcomb; Dennis & Ellen
Smith; and Robin Taylor-Chiarello—our docents, our
food providers, and the Lodge at Pleasant Point for
hosting the refreshment time at the end of the tour.
Our Fall Harvest Festival will take place on Sunday,
October 13th from 1pm to 4pm. During this family
event, we will be pressing apples into cider and serving
free refreshments. There will be a children’s crafts
center, dealers, and Birds on a Wire will be playing
fiddle music. Come and enjoy the festivities!
On Sunday, December 15th from 1pm to 4pm, we
will host our Christmas Open House. The KimballStanford House will be decorated and we will provide
refreshments, pies for sale, a raffle and good holiday
cheer for all members of our community. We hope you
will join us for this event also.
In closing, I want to thank all of our donors and
volunteers. Over the last few years, the Society has
been very fortunate to receive many contributions in
the form of volunteer work, additions to our collection,
gifts in kind, and financial gifts. Please remember we
welcome and depend on all of these contributions, no
matter what form.
Best wishes, Catherine Stone
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William Keniston (1808-1878), on left, and Frederick Kimball (1823-1887), two of Lovell’s
coopers in 1850.

In the 1850 Census, eleven Lovell men identified
their occupation as coopers and in 1860 ten men
did so. These numbers, however, hardly reflect the
total number of coopers in town. Small farmers, who
identified themselves as farmers, often made barrels
as a source of extra income and men dealing in the
shook trade often listed themselves as merchants or
lumber men.
What’s interesting is the drop in the number of
men identifying themselves as coopers after 1860.
Eight men in town claimed to be coopers in 1880 and
in 1900 there were none. This partly reflects the drop
in Lovell’s population at that time. In 1860, there
were 1,339 residents in Lovell. That number dropped
to 1,077 in 1880 and then to 693 in 1900. There were
many contributing factors to the drop in population,
but one of them was the depletion of the forests. There
were no longer vast stands of timber, resulting in a
significant migration of families.
Many of the families moved to south-central
Pennsylvania, to the counties of Cambria and Indiana,
where timber was abundant. Thanks to the research
of David Crouse, which appeared in the August 2008
issue of Cold River Chronicle, a partial listing of
those moving can be given. They include: Abraham
Andrews Barker (1816-1898); James Farrington
Dresser (1837-1900); Asa Prescott Eastman (18301876); Andrew G. Fox (1813-1894); Edsel Grover

earliest historians, believed that the town owed its
early settlement and existence to the shook making
industry. Settlers looked for heavy growths of oak,
the preferred wood, and it is written that there were
abundant lots in Lovell. She said she had found
evidence of three shook shops on the present Lovell
Village Library property. West Lovell, according to
Fox family history, had an abundance of white oak
stands used for barrel making. This drew the family to
move there from Porter, ME between 1844 and1849.
According to Hobbs, settlers would find the
growths of oak and then build a cabin and shook shop.
She described the process in a talk she gave in 1964:
“You burned the ground in front of the cabin and the
shook shop and sowed winter rye in and around the
stumps. Then you cut the oak into stave lengths. You
hewed off the log, put it on the ground, then split it
into stave lengths. You would take a heavy wooden
mallet and a froe, the froe being a tool of iron and
wood, and hit the froe with the mallet to split the
staves.”
She described the shook shops as being small with
a chimney built as part of the roof of the shop. Inside
there would be a bricked up box about two feet high
called a “cresset” where a fire was built and the barrel
would be set over it until the green wood was dry.
Once the wood was dried, the barrel was knocked
apart and bound into a bundle.
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(1826-1906); Thomas Parsons Hatch (1819-1876);
Calvin Heald (1822-1896); Simon Henry Mason
(1836-1915); John McDaniels (1815-1906); John
Patterson (1835-1890); Levi Stearns Jr. (1809-1890);
Sampson H. Stover (1834-1894); and Daniel Warren
(1817-1908).
Of that list, two men are of particular interest.
The first is Abraham Andrews Barker. He was born
in Lovell, the son of Stephen & Betsy Barker, and
worked as a farmer and cooper at his farm on Old
Stage Road before moving in 1854 to Cambria
County. There he started a successful lumber business,
manufacturing “Tight Cooperage Shook” made of
white oak. He also became a well-known abolitionist,
served as a “conductor” and “station master” for the
Underground Railroad, was elected to Congress, and
became a friend of Abraham Lincoln.
In the early 1900s, Joseph Andrews (1844-1922)
wrote a series of articles for the Norway Advertiser
concerning his childhood in Lovell. He gave the
following description of Mr. Barker:
Abraham Andrews Barker was one of two of Lovell
Center’s sons who rose by their own exertions to
national prominence, and it would take a good-sized
book to properly write either of their histories. He
lived upon the farm where Benjamin Russell now lives.
He married Orsina, daughter of Rev. Mr. Little and
here his four stalwart sons were born. In 1855, he

moved to Ebensburg, Cambria County, Pennsylvania,
where by shrewd investments in timber lands and hard
work, he laid the foundation for a fortune.
He was by trade a cooper and he knew the value
of the vast oak forests that abounded in that portion
of the state. He built many cooper shops for the
manufacture of shook, as the molasses hogsheads
when packed for shipment were called, and hired a
large number of men to work them. He established a
newspaper in Ebensburg and was elected to Congress
in 1862. He was an intimate friend of Lincoln, Grant,
and other noted men of his day.
He was a strong anti-slavery and temperance
advocate, and when a young man living in Lovell he
laid the foundation for his later political life by going
away from home to some church or schoolhouse
where he was not known and lecturing on his favorite
subject.
He was a man of large stature and of great
strength. It is said that on one occasion, when he
was loading a car with heavy shook, he had two men
inside to pile them up while he tossed them in; but as
they could not keep up with him, he changed places
with them and could more than keep out of their way.
It should be noted that in the 1850 Census, Barker
listed his occupation as farmer rather than cooper.
Additionally, it appears that he was so taken with the
town of his birth that Ebensburg, PA, where he settled,
has a Lovell Park and a Lovell Avenue.
Another cooper that was listed as a farmer in the
1850 Census was John McDaniels (1815-1906). He
also moved to south-central Pennsylvania. Joseph
Andrews gave the following description of him:
John McDaniels, one of Lovell’s most prosperous
and successful business men, was born in Lovell in
1815. A few years ago, while visiting him in his Iowa
home, I found him in a reminiscent mood and he
told me of this early struggles in what was then the
backwoods of Maine.
He said that his parents were extremely poor and
that upon one occasion when a boy, he went to the
old Townhouse at the Center, where religious services
were held. When he went into the church after services
had begun, the doors in the high old-fashioned pews
were closed and he walked up one aisle and down the
other, then up into the gallery but no one offered him
a seat and he turned and left the church. A church
officer followed him out and tried to prevail on him to
return, but he said, “I gave him an awful cursing”.
He felt that they looked down upon him on account
of his poverty, and said, “I made up my mind that if
there was any money to be made, I was going to make
it”. He told how he made his first hundred dollars

Abraham Andrews Barker ( 1816-1898)
4

buying a timber lot on credit and making up the oak
lumber into shook, and paying for the land.
By hard work and industry he cleared his land,
improved his farm and built a substantial set of farm
buildings. And here about 1846 he brought his bride,
one of Lovell’s best and most charming young ladies,
Julia Hamblin. By hard work and honest toll and
good judgement he prospered, and when he decided
to leave Lovell, he had accumulated the snug little
sum of $6,000. He went to Pennsylvania, where he
invested in oak and other timber lands, and in time
became extremely wealthy for those days.
After the mid-1800s, the large timber stands in and
around Lovell had been depleted. This contributed
to the demise of the timber industry, which clearly
had an impact on Lovell’s population. Entire families
moved not only to Pennsylvania, but also to Iowa
and Wisconsin. A few of the men returned home to
Lovell, such as Edsell Grover and Daniel Warren,
but most, like Abraham Barker Andrews and John
McDaniels, never came back. The thriving shook
industry was essentially gone.
•••

John McDaniels (1815-1906)

Items from our collection. Pictured is a froe and a mallet along with
hoops, staves, and headings.
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Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: ABC Cybersell—gift of
services; Jack & Beverly Bassett—newspaper articles, Gustav Heim sheet music; Lyn Beliveau—The
Ladies’ Aid Cook Book printed by the Lovell Village Church; Donald & Gertrude Blanchard—items
for the Antique Shop; Mercer & Mary Louise Blanchard—early 1900s brass chandelier; Bud & Lynn
Brown—permission to scan Bachman family photos; David Cadigan—items for the Antique Shop;
Farrilyn Chase—loan of framed hand-written document by Anna Farrington of her husband Seymour’s
Civil War military exploits; Sarah Clemson—gift of services; Scott & Sandra Cushman (in memory of
Merle Cushman)—collection of photos; Louise Ferris-Burt—pressed glass water pitcher; Elmer Fox—
framed photo of the Grand Army of the Republic, shallow basket, Fox Family tree, extensive collection
of family genealogies and histories of Revolutionary War soldiers (50 notebooks), discharge papers
for John Fox in 1864, Kindling & Quenching Form for the Improved Order of the Red Men; Wayne
Gehman—Camp Mudjekeewis slides from 1966; Jane Gleason—photo of the Libby barn, Heirloom
Recipes by the Lovell Historical Society; Susan Hamlin & Bob Mead—parts for a barn loom, 3 milk
bottles, large collection of Lovell Town Reports, Halloween decoration made by Don Dickerman; Dave
Hockey—1867 two cent piece found near Kimball-Stanford barn; Doug Hollett (in memory of Alice &
Bill Hollett)—large collection of items including antique tools & treenware, chairs, oxen yoke, baskets,
and cobbler bench; Bryan & Michelle Molloy—collection of receipts and correspondence found at
the Marion Rodgerson home; Warren Ogden—permission to scan photo; Geoffrey & Betsy Race—
large collection of lace and crochet; Sam Ring—Collecting American Glass by Katharine Morrison
McClinton; Emily Rosenberg— the Rosenberg Collection composed of six large archival storage boxes
of museum quality clothing from the 1860s to the 1920s; Jessie Timberlake (in memory of Jessie Alice
Chapman Timberlake)—plaque from the Charlotte E. Hobb’s Memorial Library honoring the donors of
the Children’s Room, The Andrews Family by H. Franklin Andrews, genealogy material on the Chapman,
Kimball, Charles, and Andrews families; John & Nancy Walcott—antique quilt with a calico daisy
pattern.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Robert Adams; Robert Bast
& Carolyn Kercsmar; Paul Bloch; James & Rosalie Briand; Bud & Lynn Brown; Bruce Davis;
Barry Gilman; Tom & Lisa Gorman; Jack & Mary McWilliams; James & Nancy Van Metre;
Fred & Ruth Mitchell; David & Ruth Morine; Gene & Vicki Royer; Kim & Janet Sheffield; Virgil
Shepherd; Martha Steen; Jim & Cecily Stone; Hal & Carol Taylor; Robin Taylor-Chiarello; Barry
Weiss; Peter Wert.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Robert Adams (in memory of Eleanor Farrington);
Michael Bannon; Robert & Katharine Booth; Arthur Brecker (in memory of Jackie Brecker);
Chris Brink & Jill Rundle; Harold & Joyce Buckingham; Jeff & Amy Crowe; Bruce Davis;
Janice Dimon; Leo Dunn & Betsy Alden; John & Deborah Fossum; Elmer Fox; Hugh & Marilyn
Gallagher (in memory of Edward Clout); Wayne Gehman; Jane Gleason; The Robert & Dorothy
Goldberg Charitable Foundation; Frank & Willie Gorke; Phyllis Hetzler (in memory of Robert &
Gladys Littlefield); Walt Krauser; Tom & Jeanie Loeb; Peg Mason; Barbara McAllister (in memory
of Erwin McAllister); Cynthia McAllister; Ed & Sarah Miller; David & Ruth Morine; Donald &
Christine Rothman; Gene & Vicki Royer; John & Carol Sargent; Virgil Shepherd (in memory of
Mary Shepherd); Todd & Sarah Smith; Arthur Sumbler & Joan Butler (in memory of Edward Clout);
Hal & Carol Taylor; Robin Taylor-Chiarello (in memory of Alison Halloran); Ralph & Marilyn
Tedesco; Jessie Timberlake; David & Alison Tomlinson; George & Zoe Trautman; Carol Vance;
Herman & Nancy Voigt; Jason & Heather Ziegler.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been
listed here or previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of
our members and friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.
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In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.
Edward Frederick Clout, 93, of Lovell, died on June 25, 2019. He was born on September 10, 1925 in
Lindenhurst, NY, the son of George and Alice Clout. After serving in the Army during World War II, he attended
the Physical Education Teacher Program at Cortland State College. He taught elementary school for thirty-one
years in Hempstead, NY. Upon retiring, he moved to his camp on Ladies Delight. He was predeceased by his wife
Audrey and is survived by his three children—Stephen, Michael, and Susan—five grandchildren, and seven greatgrandchildren.
Maynard Earle Craig, 88, of Lovell, died on June 21, 2019. He was born on June 26, 1930 in China, ME, the
son of Harold and Edwina Craig. After graduating from Bridgton High School, he served in the Navy. He worked
at Central Maine Power and Gerry’s Lumber before purchasing what became known as Craig’s Village Store in
Lovell Village. He was a past Master of Delta Lodge No. 153, a member of the Lovell Volunteer Fire Company, a
former town selectman, and a member of this Society. He was predeceased by his first wife, Carolyn and is survived
by his second wife Carol and four children—Stephen, Gerry, Timothy, and Anita Barker—two stepchildren, eight
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
Irene (Allen) Dunham, 84, of Lovell, died on September 3, 2019. She was born on August 14, 1935, the daughter
of Howard and Winona Allen and grew up in Lovell. Irene was a life member of this Society and over many
years served in various positions—Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Director. She was predeceased by her
husband Kelly and her daughter Cathyne and is survived by her son Richard, three grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren.
Robert H. Eastman, 89, of Lovell, died on June 22, 2019. He was born on August 19, 1929 in Lewiston, ME, the
son of Harold and Alys Eastman. He grew up in Fryeburg and graduated from the University of Maine. He was a
veteran of the Marine Corps and the Army and his career was spent at Western Maine Nurseries. He was predeceased
by his wife Mary and is survived by four children—Rick, Jim, Kevin, and Lynn Hobbs—ten grandchildren, and
eighteen great-grandchildren.
Dale L. Farrington, 57, of Lovell, died on August 7, 2019. He was born on September 8, 1961, the son of Ralph
and Helen Farrington. He is survived by his two daughters—Ashley Hamilton and Sarah.
Geraldine “Gerri” (Forgetta) Foulds, 81, of Lovell, died on August 18, 2019. She was born in 1937 in Lawrence,
MA, the daughter of Joseph and Rose Forgetta. She spent most of her life in North Andover, MA and was employed
at Holy Family Hospital after her children were grown. When she and her husband Moe retired to Lovell, she
became an active member of the Lake Kezar Country Club. She is survived by her husband, three daughters—
Cheryl, Sharon Coleman, and Tricia Wiseman—and six grandchildren.
David P. Freese, 69, of Harrison, ME, died on June 19, 2019. He was born on April 12, 1950 in Revere, MA, and
grew up in Millis, MA. He received a BA in Alternative Education from the University of Massachusetts in Amherst
and was the Director of the Stone Environmental School of New England in Madison, NH. He also helped his wife’s
parents, the Armingtons, with the family business in Lovell, the Kezar Lake Marina. He is survived by his wife
Linda, two children—Nicole and Bryan—and four grandchildren.
Alison (Booth) Halloran, 66, of Chestnut Hill, PA, died on July 22, 2019. She was the daughter of Robert and
Elisabeth Booth. She graduated from Haddonfield Memorial High School and the University of Pennsylvania
School of Nursing and was a registered nurse specializing in allergy and immunology. She spent many summers at
her family home at Severance Lodge on Kezar Lake. She is survived by her husband Tom, four sons—Booth, Reid,
Gardner, and Dillon—and five grandchildren.
Joel Griffeth Hardman, 85, of Hooksick Falls, NY and formerly of Lovell, died on June 30, 2019. He was born
in Colbert, GA on November 7, 1933, the son of Joel and Ruby Hardman. Joel graduated from the University
of Georgia and earned a Ph.D. in Pharmacology from Emory University. He had a career as a professor of
pharmacology at Vanderbilt University Medical School, When he and his wife Georgette moved to Lovell in 2002,
he became active in community services and was a life member of this Society. He is survived by his wife, four
children—Pam, Mary, Joel, and Fran Goldstone—and six grandchildren.
Philip Lewis Harmon, 79, of Casselberry, FL and formerly of Lovell, died on March 15, 2019. He was born on
April 30, 1939 in Lovell, the son of Ray and Nellie Harmon. He graduated from Fryeburg Academy, served in the
Merchant Marines, and established a carpentry business in Lovell. He was predeceased by his wife Thelma and is
survived by his partner Barbara Lukens.
7

Cynthia (Poulton) Karabelas, 57, of Lovell, died on June 18, 2019. She was the daughter of Bruce and Elizabeth
Poulton and received her J.D. from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. She was a trial attorney in
Massachusetts for over twenty years, then joined a firm in North Conway, NH before going into private practice. She
is survived by her two daughters—Paulina and Elizabeth.
Amo Elizabeth Kimball, 89, of Fryeburg, ME, died on July 30, 2019, She was born in Portland, ME on December
26, 1929, the daughter of G. Myron and Martha Kimball. She attended Fryeburg Academy, graduated from the
University of Maine with a bachelor’s degree in speech, and received a master’s from Smith College. She had a
career teaching, primarily at the Maine School for the Deaf in Portland, ME and the Clarke School in Northampton,
MA. She was a life member of this organization, donating a large collection of Kimball family material over the
years.
Stephen K. Perkins, 78, of Fryeburg, ME and formerly of Lovell, died on August 7, 2019. He was born in Melrose,
MA, on October 24, 1940, the son of Clarence and Nettie Perkins. After graduating from high school in Melrose,
he joined the Air Force. He moved to Lovell in 1978 and worked at several car dealerships as a service manager in
Conway, NH. He is survived by three children—Alan, Ann, and Jennifer—a stepdaughter, and two grandsons.
John J. Ramsey, Sr., 86, of Lovell, died on September 4, 2019. He was born in Success, MO on December 21,
1932, the son of Walter and Florence Ramsey. He served in the Coast Guard during the Korean War and worked as a
spray painter in the auto parts industry. He later worked at Thurston’s garage in Lovell. John was predeceased by his
wives, Gwendolyn and Joann, and a step-daughter and is survived by his children—John Jr., Jay, and Joelene York—
four stepchildren, and numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Dana Timothy Stevens, 77, of Lovell, died on August 21, 2019. He was a graduate of Fryeburg Academy and a
longtime resident of North Conway, NH. He worked for many years at J & J Floor Covering, Conway Furniture, and
Sears. He was predeceased by his wife Georgie and is survived by his five children—Michael, Dana, Robert, Mary
Stevens, and Tina Oldham—seventeen grandchildren, and thirteen great-grandchildren.
Phyllis (Faber) Warren, 96, of Topsham, ME and formerly of Concord, MA, died on July 11, 2019. She was born
in Montclair, NJ on March 2, 1923, the daughter of John and Florence Faber. She was raised in Montclair and Essex
Fells, NJ and graduated from Middlebury College. She spent many summers at Camp Mudjekeewis and was a life
member of this Society. She was predeceased by her husband Tim and is survived by her three children—Tim, Peter,
and Betsy Warren-White—six grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-20” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

