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Gilmore Camps
By Dorothy (Marley) Gilmore and Thomas Rendal Gilmore, Jr.

Gilmore Camps owes its origin to the Great
Depression of the 1930s. At that time, Thomas Rendal
Gilmore, Sr. was a young man totally frustrated that
the world had no work for him or other budding young
engineers. Also, his Aunt Maggie (Margaret Dresser)
was retiring after a lifetime of teaching. Her hobby
was gourmet cooking. They decided to pool their
resources and open a business in Maine, if they could
find suitable real estate.
Why Maine? Margaret Dresser and her sister,
Grace (Dresser) Gilmore, always returned to Maine for
vacations with their children. Their Dresser ancestors
had been among the pioneer settlers in Lovell, Maine.
In fact, Lot #1, on old Lovell maps, was deeded to a

Dresser in the mid-1700s.
To the Gilmore children, Maine was Utopia. For a
short time in the early 1920s, Grace Gilmore and her
boys lived at what had been Uncle Tom’s farm in North
Fryeburg. While there, Tom finished his high school days
at Fryeburg Academy and he loved every minute. Old
scrapbooks are filled with school newspaper clippings
citing his athletic achievements at the Academy.
The achievements were real, but the news coverage
was incredible. You see, Tom was also editor of the
newspaper!
Aunt Maggie and Tom looked for property on Kezar
Lake. They found the present Gilmore Camps acres that
were owned by a distant cousin, Ed Hutchins. Ed was

(continued on page 3)

From the President
As we begin our summer season, we are fortunate
to be assisted by our summer intern, Jonathan Griggs,
who has just completed his sophomore year at William
& Mary. We will need his help, as we have a very busy
schedule this summer.
On Sunday, July 21st, we will host our Summer
Fair, which is part of the Lovell Old Home Days
activities. Beginning at 10am, antique dealers and
craftsmen will be on site. Our fast-paced and brief live
auction, conducted by regional historian and storyteller
Frank Eastman, will commence at 11am. Beginning
at noon, we will have Just Be-Cause performing in
the barn. There will be a variety of delicious luncheon
choices and, later in the afternoon, a raffle drawing of
three great items.
We have eighteen unique items to be auctioned and
they are presented on the last page of this newsletter.
If you are unable to attend and would like to bid on an
item, call or send us an email with your “not to exceed”
bid. We will have a reliable member of the audience bid
for you.
On Sunday, August 11th, we will be conducting our
seventh biennial House Tour. Come and join us for a
tour of some of Lovell’s finest homes, followed by a
refreshments party at the Lodge at Pleasant Point. The
five homes to be toured this year are: the Harriman
Barn at the top of Hoss Hill Road; the James Walker
House in Lovell Village; Camp 9 on Palmer Lane; the
Thomas Watson Farm on Christian Hill Road; and
“Wigwam” at Gilmore Camps. This is a fun event and
limited to 200 attendees and it’s best to reserve your
spot ahead of time, just contact the Historical Society
and make your pre-payment of $25 per person.
Finally, don’t forget our new sales item. Sandra Bell
has created an 18” x 24” map of Kezar Lake. Only
100 numbered and signed prints are available, and we
expect them to sell quickly.
Best wishes, Catherine Stone

“Kezar Lake Cruise” by Sandra J. Bell
Signed Limited Edition Color Giclee Print
$125 per map
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to open the grounds so that the lake is visible from
anywhere in camp. The beach was carved out of the
swampy shoreline with the help of dynamite and
bulldozers. Every grain of sand was trucked in from
outside. Today, such activity is strictly forbidden.
At first, adults and families with children came to
stay at Gilmore Camps. Three enormous meals were
served daily. The meals were prepared on an old wood
stove in the “Wigwam” kitchen and were served on
the porch, later on an enlarged dining porch. This
porch was moved in 1997 and is now the “Pool
House”. A warning bell heralded mealtime and fifteen
minutes later the final bell rang. The bell still sits next
to the “Wigwam” deck and is still occasionally used
to summon family to dinner. A jersey cow furnished
rich milk and heavy cream, without which no
dessert was complete. Fresh vegetables were served
daily, picked from whatever was available in the
large garden, now a lawn between the “Lodge” and
“Schoolhouse”.
In 1932, it was possible to share a room, have
three meals a day, have your bed made and light
housekeeping, and be entertained at a weekly rate
of $17.50 per person. Activities offered to those
interested were mountain climbs, boat trips, picnics,
scavenger hunts, and in the evenings there were
games, music, and local square dances.
During the second summer of operation, in
1932, two new guests, Dorothy Marley and her
grandmother, Alice Cogswell, arrived at Gilmore
Camps from Attica, NY. Dorothy was 23 at the time,

a prosperous, well known entrepreneur in the area.
In the latter part of the 19th century, he owned what
is now the property of Dr. and Mrs. Heinrick Wurm,
adjacent to Gilmore Camps. After selling that in the
early 1900s, he built the former Wigwam and Lodge.
Ed spent his winters in hotels in Portland and Boston,
an easy and entertaining life since he had many friends
involved in “show biz”. But in the summer, he loved
to entertain on Kezar Lake. The Lodge housed buggies
and a horse or two. Every winter the present “Wash
House”, next to the garage, was filled to the roof with
ice cut from the lake. No one had electricity in the
Maine woods. In fact, the Wigwam was considered
really posh because it had an indoor bathroom. Later,
“Sweet Sixteen” was built to make a home for Ed’s
first car.
In the early thirties, when Aunt Maggie and Tom
began their adventure, the world was very different
from today. Some main roads were tarred, but most
roads were dirt. It was common to see teams of oxen
pulling heavy loads on these roads. No one had ever
heard of a motel. They didn’t even plow snow in the
winter. They packed it down with giant rollers. The
acres at Gilmore Camps were heavily wooded. It has
taken two hurricanes, a tornado, lightning, heavy
winds, numerous bulldozers, and lots of trimming
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a beautiful young woman who taught high school
English in Buffalo. Alice had friends who had visited
camp the summer before and came home to Attica
raving about the place and its handsome young owner.
Upon their arrival, it seems, Thomas Gilmore was
immediately taken by Dorothy and on their first date
promised “I’m going to marry you!” Her response:
“Like hell you are!” Five years later they were
married.
This chance meeting had tremendous implications
for Gilmore Camps, many which still echo today.
Without Tom’s passion and Dorothy’s willingness to
carry on during the tough times – as well as her later
role as owner/manager after Tom’s death – Gilmore
Camps would simply not exist today.
The period during the thirties held happy memories
for many vacationers. Their comments about food
(cooked by Aunt Maggie), Tom’s entertainment, or
just the joy of friends are preserved in several logs
kept over the years. Even now, at least once or twice
a summer, a strange car will arrive and people will
say that they stayed here years ago. Some even spent
their honeymoon here. They just had to see if it is as
beautiful as they remembered. Over the years Gilmore
Camps has changed, but not as fast as the rest of the
world, which is the way we like it.

Tom or “Ren” and Dot, 1938

The beach at Gilmore Camps, dated July 1935
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As the clouds of WWII gathered in Europe,
Tom could no longer spend long months in Maine.
Engineers were needed. Aunt Maggie’s failing health
and the war forced the temporary closing of Gilmore
Camps. The family did manage by hook or crook to
visit occasionally during those hectic years. After
the war, a series of managers carried on. When the
last manager was no longer free to spend summers in
Maine, a major change occurred. Dorothy offered to

try to help if the larger cottages could be converted
to housekeeping cottages. It was supposed to be a
five-year trial. That was in 1954! Fate took a hand,
at this time, because Tom was transferred from the
Cincinnati area to New York. This meant that he
could spend most of his weekends with his family in
Maine. Since the mid-1950s Gilmore Camps has been
essentially the same family-oriented vacation spot
that it is today.
•••

Arthur Fox giving a tour of Kezar Lake to Gilmore Camps guests, 1938

Gilmore Camps

A poem by Mabel (Mrs. Charles G.) Fisher, 1938
In Gilmore’s Camp, on Kezar’s shore
Life there is never found a bore.
Guests find amusements in various ways,
And games and sports fill all the days.
Even the nights are never long,
And woodlands ring with mirth and song.
The Lodge is filled with merry throngs,
Singing the new and old-time songs.
Plays, and games and dances, too,
Make the nights short for me and you.
When morning comes, there are many ways
In which to occupy one’s days.
For fishermen, Lake Kezar calls,
And tennis fans get out their balls.
Croquet, and quoits, and shooting, too,
And some take rides to see the view.
Bathing and swimming claim the rest,
Though some think boating is the best.

But one thing all agree is “swell”, And that’s the sound of the dinner bell.
“Aunt Maggie” is the world’s best cook,
And its a treat even to look
At the luscious salads nested in green,
And the fluffiest biscuits ever seen,
At the cakes made in the form of a lamb,
And the slices of most delicious ham,
And as for ice-cream, mere word fail
To give real justice to such a tale.
The stout guests sigh and sigh in vain,
When they think of the poundage they will gain,
The thin ones all are quite elate,
To see each day give added weight.
And now we’ll stop and give a toast,
To “Ren” our thoughtful and courteous host.
May his camp grow in size and fame,
And e’er bring honor to his name.
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In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.
Inez (Johansson) Backman, 95, of Lovell, died on May 21, 2019. She was born in 1924 in Degerfors, Sweden, the
daughter of Herbert and Frida Johansson. She married Bertil Backman in 1947 and they immigrated to the U.S. in
1953. Inez was predeceased by her husband and is survived by her daughter Gunilla, two grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren.
John S.H. Carter, 83, of Lovell, died on May 5, 2019. He was born in DeLand, FL, on March 15, 1936, the son of
J. Howard and Catherine Carter. He received a B.A. from Bowdoin College, a M.A. from University of Vermont, and
a Ph.D. from American University. His career was spent in Arlington, VA working at Boeing Computer Services as a
contract manager. In 1994, he retired to the Whitehouse family farm in Lovell and became an active local volunteer
at the Lovell United Church of Christ, the Boy Scouts, and on various town committees. He is survived by his wife
Carolyn, two children—Andrew and Beth Ellen—and one grandchild.
Shirley (DuBreuil) Curry, 93, of West Lafayette, IN, died on May 4, 2019. She was born in Yonkers, NY on
July 22, 1926, the daughter of Stuart and Adele DuBreuil. In her youth, she was a camper and counselor at Camp
Mudjekeewis for eight years. Later she received a B.A. from Mount Holyoke College and a M.S. from Northwestern
University. Before moving to Indiana in 1964, she was a Research Chemist with American Cyanamid. She is
survived by her two children—David and Susan Kleinfelter—one granddaughter and five grandsons.
Robert W. Elliott, 72, of Lovell, died on March 14, 2019. He was born on June 17, 1946 in Foxboro, MA. He
served in the Navy on the USS Shangrila. Bob was active with the Box Scouts and worked at Walmart and Lowe’s.
He is survived by his partner JoAnn, three sons—David, Jon, and Robert—six grandchildren, and one greatgranddaughter.
Allerton “Al” Hawkes, 88, of Westbrook, ME, died on December 28, 2018. He was born in Providence, RI on
December 25, 1930, the son of Amos and Lenora Hawkes. He served in the Air Force during the Korean War and
then attended college at Massachusetts Radio School. He founded Hawkes TV Sales & Service and was a passionate
musician, performing country and bluegrass music around the U.S. He received many awards for his music and was
a life member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife Barbara and his son Franklin and is survived by his
daughter Darleen Doughty, one grandson and five great-grandchildren.
Wayne A. McAllister Sr., 78, of Chatham, NH died on April 23, 2019. He was born on March 13, 1941 in North
Conway, NH, the son of Orman and Frances McAllister, Sr. He attended Lovell schools and graduated from
Fryeburg Academy. Wayne ran his in-laws’ dairy farm and served in various town positions, including selectman for
thirty years. He was predeceased by his wife Norma Jean and his daughter Karen. He is survived by two children—
Patricia Pitman and Wayne—and one grandson.
Charles E. Mosher, 88, of Stamford, CT and formerly of Greenwich, CT, died on February 9, 2019. He was born
on February 9, 1931 in Schenectady, NY, the son of George and Helen Mosher. Charlie practiced law in Greenwich,
most recently as a partner at Bentley, Mosher, Babson and Lambert. He served on numerous boards and charitable
foundations and was very involved with the Boy Scouts. He summered on Kezar Lake, where he had a home at the
Severance Lodge Club and was a life member of this Society. He is survived by his wife Roberta, three children—
Chuck, Dottie Morley, and Annie Ransone—eight grandchildren, and one great-grandson.
Marialice T. (Quinn) Mulhern, 78, of Duxbury, MA and Naples FL, died on May 9, 2019. She was born on
September 23, 1940, the daughter of John and Alice Quinn Sr. Marialice grew up in Brookline, MA and graduated
from Holy Cross Academy. She was a frequent visitor to North Lovell and a member of this Society. She is survived
by her husband Daniel and two children—Meghan Nyberg and Daniel Jr.
Ellen Rae (Blanchfield) Nyberg Panero, 85, of Lovell and formerly of Johnstown, NY, died on March 29, 2019.
She was born on August 10, 1933 in Hempstead,NY, the daughter of Raymond and Florence Blanchfield. She
received a BA from Pratt Institute and a Masters from Elmira State College. Ellen was an artist and teacher, serving
as head of the art department in the St. Johnsville, NY school district. Her work included oil paintings, woodcuts,
and watercolors. She is survived by her three children—Andre Jones, Christine Krom, and Harry Nyberg.
Janice (Kimball) Thomson, 88, of Lovell, died on May 2, 2019. She was born on November 1, 1930 in Haverhill,
MA, the daughter of Robert and Dorothy Kimball. She attended school in Haverhill and earned a BA from Lesley
University. She was a life member of this Society. Janice was predeceased by her husband Dave and is survived by
two children—Gayle Dembowski and Kenneth McLoon Jr.—and three grandchildren.
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Margie Ellen (Smith) Ward, 76, of Lovell, died on April 13, 2019. She was born on April 22, 1942 in Stillwell,
OK, the daughter of Floyd and Mae Smith. She was raised in Buckeye, AZ and had a career with the United States
Postal Service. Margie was the Lovell Postmaster for over twenty years. She was also Vice President of this Society.
She was predeceased by her son Bryan and is survived by her husband Phil, son GP, and two grandchildren.
Irene (Sampson) Zeller, 98, of Scarborough, ME and formerly of Lovell, died on May 4, 2019. She was born
on June 29, 1920 in Middleboro, MA, the daughter of George and Bertha Sampson. She grew up in Newton,
MA and attended Mount Holyoke College. Irene raised six children in Sayville, NY and retired to her cottage on
Kezar Lake after the death of her husband. She served as president of the Charlotte Hobbs Memorial Library and
was a member of this Society. Irene was predeceased by her husband George and son William and is survived by
her five daughters—Cheryl Jean Cameron, Christine Dunleavy, Pamela, Cynthia Hills, and Marilynn—and three
grandchildren.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Gifts & Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Beth Atkinson & Bobbi Guillet—
Warranty Deeds; Linda Randall Boucher—vintage Christmas lights, lard tin, barrel swivel clamps, pipe tobacco
tin, mouse trap; David Cadigan—collection of books on architecture; Charlotte Hobbs Memorial Library—A
Historical Record of West Lovell by Wm. B. LeBaron, The Reconstruction of Marcellus Lovejoy Stearns: Florida’s
Last Reconstruction Governor by Ann Bert Reuter; Sarah Clemons—gift of services and supplies; Nancy
Decicco—William Armstrong Fairburn’s Westways, NJ Photo Album dated 1926; William Doyle—Arthur Fox
postcard; Estate of Shirley DuBreuil Curry—eight Camp Mudjekeewis photo albums spanning the years 1939
through 1946; Emily Fletcher (in memory of Dr. Kenneth Dore)—Mill Pond photo; Joyce Fox—Still Sits the
Schoolhouse by the Road by Helen Pike Walker & Thelma B. Hapworth; Marilyn McAlister Jones (in memory of
Raymond & Ona McAlister)—Memories of Sweden and Stoneham Notes by Marilyn McAlister Jones;
Bob Jordan—Emery family photos and marriage certificates, flatware belonging to John Emery; Kevin Rooney
& Dan Vicencio—1920s Tea Table; Bette Sanborn—permission to scan photo; Susan Sidwell—photos, books,
magazines, and old Lovell Town Reports; Linda Silberman—genealogy research and scanned photos; Stan &
Carol Tickton—permission to scan photo; Peter Worrall—early Lovell family photo album.
Donations to our auction and raffle have been generously made by the following individuals and businesses:
Steve & Mary Anderson; Steve & Libby Bender; Bridgton Highlands Country Club; Center Lovell Market;
Ebenezer’s Restaurant & Pub; Tom & Debra Gilmore; Harvest Gold Gallery; Kezar Lake Marina; Lovell
Hardware; Dick & Linda Matte; Molloy Energy; Old Saco Inn; Quisisana; Rod Iron Designs; Ginny
Roriston; Rosie’s Lovell Village Store; the Semple Family; Shawnee Peak Ski Area; Stone Mountain Art
Center; Hal & Carol Taylor; Florence Tripp.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Mercer & Mary Louise Blanchard;
Deborah Davis; David & Betsy Freund; Wayne Hadlock & Jane Woodbury; Donald & Carolyn Knights;
Joyce MacDonald; Irene McDeed; William Paulmann & Sarah Clemons.
Donations in memory of Phoebe Flanigan have been received by: Lex & Mindy Howard; Ann Leberman;
Drs. Daniel and Veda Moore.
Donations in memory of Margie Ward have been received by: Mercer & Mary Louise Blanchard; Catherine
Stone; Robin Taylor-Chiarello.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Mary Adams; Glenn Allison; Anonymous (in memory of
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond & Joan Sphire); Ray & Kathy Bessette (in memory of Henry McDeed); Donna Blake;
David & Eva Bradford; Scott & Carolyn Conti; Jeff & Amy Crowe; Deborah Davis; Barry & Heidi Dikeman;
Peter & Cary Fleming; Elmer Fox; Linda Gale; Jane Gleason; Collier Hands; Kezar Realty (in honor of
James & Barbara Ainger); Rick & Shelley Pilsbury (in memory of Bob Stellar); William & Sandra Pitas;
Mary Porter (in memory of Arthur Porter); Chet & Cindy Rogers; Molly Ross; Ellen Rowe; Elizabeth Ryan;
Peter & Kathryn Schoch; Linda Silberman; Robin Taylor-Chiarello (in memory of Janice Thomson);
Bruce Zabinsky & Bonny Boatman.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here
or previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and
friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.
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Summer Fair
Sunday, July 21, 2019
Antique Dealers & Craftsmen from 10am to 3pm
Classic Automobiles
Live Auction at 11am
Antiques Appraisals from 12:30pm to 3:00pm
Live Music by Just Be-Cause
Delicious Barbecued Food & Pizza Oven
Raffle Drawing at 2pm
“Not to Exceed” Auction Bids Accepted if Not in Attendance
Live Auction Items:
					
• 200 Gallons Heating Oil Fill-up from Molloy Energy 		
• 2 Adult Lift Tickets at Shawnee Peak
• 10 Rounds of Golf at Bridgton Highlands			
• Wooden Folk Art Statue
• One week stay at Gilmore Camps on Kezar in 2020		
• Dinner for 4 at the Oxford House Inn
• Private 6-Course Beer Dinner for 4 at Ebenezer’s Pub		
• Sterling Silver Bracelet by Harvest Gold
• Kezar Lake Cruise for 4 with Map & Guided Tour		
• 12 Kezar Lake Wine Glasses
• Bucket of Balls & Dinner for 2 at Old Saco Inn			
• Dinner & Show for 4 at Quisisana
• Birds in Flight Sign Bracket by Rod Iron Designs		
• Dinner for 4 at Severance Lodge
• Day Rental of a Pontoon Boat from Kezar Lake Marina		
• Marble Baptismal Font
• Dinner & Tom Rush Show for 2 at Stone Mountain Art Center • Steamboat Cruise for 4 on Kezar Lake
		
Raffle Items: $100 gift certificate to Rosies Lovell Village Store; $100 gift certificate to Lovell Hardware;
		
$100 gift certificate to Center Lovell Market.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-20” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

