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     While it may be hard to imagine today, there were 
mills operating in Lovell Village during the nineteenth 
and twentieth centuries. Having mills to saw wood and 
grind grain was essential for any newly established 
settlement, and one of Lovell’s sources of water power 
was the Kezar River. There appear to have been mills 
on the Kezar River by 1789, but it was not until 1826, 
when the first dam was built, that the Village was truly 
defined by the mills.
     The first land owner to harness the power of 
Lovell’s Kezar River was James Kilgore (1758-

Looking north up the Kezar River, circa 1900

1845). He was born in Berwick, ME and fought in the 
Revolutionary War. On May 31, 1784 he purchased one 
hundred acres in New Suncook (now Lovell) from Henry 
Woods, making him one of the town’s earliest settlers. 
The land, designated as Division 2, Lot 1, encompasses 
today’s Lovell Village. 
     During his ownership of the property, from 1784 
until 1801, Kilgore built the first saw (lumber) and grist 
(cereal grain) mills on the Kezar River. While the year 
he did so is not certain, it is most likely these mills 
were operational by 1789. As evidence, at a Proprietors 
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From the President
     We have a very busy summer planned, beginning 
with our Annual Dinner at Ebenezer’s Pub in June 
followed by our Summer Fair in July and House Tour 
in August. We hope you will be able to join us for all 
three events.
     On Sunday July 21st, we are hosting our Summer 
Fair, which is part of the Lovell Old Home Days 
activities. From 10am to 3pm we will have exhibitors, 
live music, delicious food, and our fast-paced live 
auction, which begins at 11am.   
     In preparation for the auction, which is our largest 
fundraiser, we are trying to gather a fine selection 
of auction items. Any contributions you would like 
to make would be greatly appreciated. We are also 
looking for items to sell in our Antique Shop and will 
gladly accept your donations.
     Three weeks later, on Sunday August 11th, we will 
be conducting our seventh biennial House Tour. Come 
join us for a tour of some of Lovell’s finest homes, 
followed by a refreshments party at the Pleasant Point 
Inn. This is a fun event and limited to 200 attendees.
     We have a new sales item - thanks to Lovell artist 
Sandra J. Bell. She has created an 18” x 24” map of 
Kezar Lake and the surrounding area, with decorative 
sights of interest. The work of art has been reproduced 
and 100 numbered and signed giclee prints, produced 
on French Arches fine art watercolor paper, are 
available for sale.
     We would also like to announce that we have 
changed the times and dates of our business meetings, 
which are open to all members. They will be held on 
Monday evenings at 7pm every other month, and we 
hope this time will be more convenient for attending. 
We greatly appreciate all suggestions and contributions 
and are so thankful for your strong support!
     Best wishes, Catherine Stone

2019 Events
Business Meeting Monday, April 15th
Annual Dinner  Monday, June 24th
Summer Fair  Sunday, July 21st
House Tour  Sunday, August 11th
Business Meeting Monday, August 19th
Fall Harvest Festival Sunday, October 13th
Business Meeting Monday, October 21st
Christmas Open House Sunday, December 15th
Business Meetng Monday, December 16th

“Kezar Lake Cruise”  by Sandra J. Bell
Signed Limited Edition Color Giclee Print

$125 per map



          3

Meeting on Dec. 9, 1789 it was determined the mills 
in New Suncook were “sufficient for the use of the 
Proprietors and settlers”. (Proprietors meetings were 
held for the original beneficiaries of the land grant 
property known as New Suncook.) The only other 
operational mill in town was a saw mill at Boulder 
Brook, then called Mill Brook.  It is doubtful that the 
Mill Brook mill was very efficient, as it had a fickle 
water supply and was not in a convenient location. 
     When Kilgore sold the property to Nathaniel 
Whiticar on July 2, 1801, the deed made mention 
of a “saw & Corn mill”. Whiticar quickly sold the 
property to William Kimball (1757-1813).  Kimball 
was also a veteran of the Revolutionary War and was 
born in Andover, MA. After purchasing the property 
on Sept. 14, 1801, he moved from Fryeburg to Lovell 
and the area became known as “Kimballville”. It is 
reported that he is buried in a family plot behind what 
is now the VFW Hall, although the exact location is 
unknown.
     Upon William Kimball’s death, his heirs sold the 
land to Capt. John Wood, Jr. (1765-1846) for $200. 
John was the son of Lovell’s leading proprietor and 
was heavily invested in making the new town a 
profitable enterprise. He purchased the property on 
April 3, 1824 and continued running the saw and 
grist mills. In 1826, he made a major investment to 
improve the property by constructing the first dam at 
the site. 
     The dam, constructed of stone and timber, allowed 
the mill pond to be formed. The logs were collected 
in the pond and a sluiceway allowed them to pass 
by. Below the dam, on the west side, was the saw 

mill and, on the east side, stood the grist mill. Both 
operated mechanically using the force of the water 
flow. 
     After improvements were made, John’s son-in-law, 
Benjamin Wyman, arrived to manage the mills. John’s 
son Josiah wrote of this development in a letter to his 
brother Charles on May 19, 1827: “Mr. Wyman has 
moved to Lovell and has the care of the mills which 
are in operation now and have been for some time. 
The motion of the saw is very quick striking 100 
times a minute, likewise that of the grist mill, grinding 
a bushel of grain in five minutes. The grist mill is 
built of split stone – in parts (the two lower stories). 
The bridge is built just above the mills 35 ft. wide and 
about 100 ft. long.”
     It is also reported that downstream was a carding 
(for preparing wool for spinning) mill and a clothing 
(for making linen yarn from flax) mill. According 
to The Town Register published in 1907, they were 
operated by John Wood’s three sons – John Jr., Josiah, 
and Charles - and “washed away during the 1860s 
by a freshet, which doubled the width of the stream 
at this point”. (A freshet is a term used to describe 
a spring thaw resulting from snow and ice melt in 
rivers.) The same publication mentioned that farther 
down the stream was a tannery, “which has long since 
passed into oblivion”.
     Over the years, the mills had a succession of 
owners. In 1852, the sons of Capt. John Wood, Jr. 
sold the property to Henry P. Hill and Ammi Cutter. 
After 1860, the mills went through several owners, 
including James W. Eastman, David R. Hastings, 
Samuel B. Locke and sons, Walter and Frank Nutter, 

Josiah Wood (1804-1869) John Wood, Jr. (1790-1871)
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Looking south down the Kezar River, circa 1920

Eben (1849-1935) and Mary (1854-1927) Fox

Daniel Warren, and Edward Fox.
     In 1889, Eben Fox, the son of Edward, purchased the 
property. Over time, his two sons, Nelson and Charles, 
were operating the business. It was during this time, in 
1915, that a new cement dam was built. Several sources 
have reported that the new construction was necessary 
because the original dam was destroyed by floods in 
1914, but there is no evidence to support this. On the 
contrary, during that time period a review of Lovell’s 
town columns reveals that business was flourishing, 
something that would have been impossible to 
accomplish if the dam had been damaged or destroyed. 
It’s more likely that a new cement dam was built because 
Nelson and Charles hoped to furnish electricity to Lovell 
and the surrounding towns. That year they formed a 
new company – the Lovell Light and Power Company – 
although nothing further appears to have materialized.
     The mills were sold to DuPont deNemours & 
Company in 1918. During World War I, they produced 
munitions boxes and Waldo Seavey managed the 
operation. Reportedly, the mills stood idle for some time 
after the war until Ernest Gerry purchased them in 1931.
     On the morning of March 27, 1953, a freshet 
caused massive damage to the mills. While the Box 
Mill remained standing, Gerry’s Saw Mill was swept 
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March 27, 1953
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downstream. Utility poles were knocked over, the road 
was washed out, and there were logs on the roadway.  
The Bridgton News on April 3rd gave the following 
description: “Thousands of logs went with the bridge 
and dam and the saw mill itself was carried some 300 
yards downstream. A tremendous section of banking 
on the Lovell side of the stream was quickly eroded 
by the rushing water and in addition to Mr. Gerry’s 
loss, replacing the bridge and road will also involve 
a huge expenditure. The havoc caused here in a 
comparatively short time is difficult to imagine as the 
section of road looks the same as it if had undergone a 
heavy, concentrated bombing attack.” 
     Arlene Gerry, who was the bookkeeper at the mill, 
recalled in 2000 that despite the upheaval, oil cans on 
a top floor window ledge remained in place. But it was 
also said that when the mill settled, Clayton Tower’s 
overalls, which he had hung up at the mill, were 
hanging on a tree.
     Maynard Craig worked at Gerry’s Mill from 1952 
to 1959 and remembers the day well. Because there 
was a large gap between the bridge and the western 
side of the shoreline, they first strung a rope across 
and transported people back and forth by boat. To 
repair the gap, “Town employees piled a lot of dirt by 

the gap, with dynamite underneath, hoping that when 
the dynamite exploded the pile would drop and fill 
the gap. Instead of that, the dirt went up into the air 
and down again, leaving the gap unfilled. They finally 
bulldozed dirt and rocks into the gap to fill it.”
     Temporary repairs were made to the road and 
bridge after the washout. In 1955, a new bridge was 
constructed using a combination of State and Town 
funds. Over time, repairs were also made to the dam. 
After the washout, however, the pond was no longer 
used to store logs and the dam no longer provided 
water power to operate a saw mill. Instead, Ernest 
Gerry quickly rebuilt the lumber mill on higher 
ground. 
     Ernest Gerry’s son Shirley sold the mill in 1973 to 
Lovell Lumber Company, owned by Ed Woodbrey. 
He updated and streamlined the facilities, replacing 
equipment and adding a planing mill, a wood fired 
boiler, and a huge drying kiln. Instead of water power, 
the mill was modernized to generate power using 
all of the sawdust and waste bark produced in the 
operations to heat the entire mill. Today, the company 
remains in the Woodbrey family, and serves as one of 
Lovell’s largest employers.   
                                         •••
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In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.

John Atkinson, 90, of Damariscotta, ME, and formerly of Harvard, MA, died on January 19th, 2019. He was born 
in Brooklyn, NY on March 24, 1928, the son of Arthur and Teresa Atkinson. He served in the Army as a radar 
technician during the Korean War and had a career in broadcasting. For more than two decades he was an executive 
with Boston’s WNAC-TV and spent many summers on Kezar Lake. He is survived by his wife Bobbi, three 
children—Peter, Elizabeth, and Jennifer—and five grandchildren.
John K. Dineen, 91, of Nahant, MA, died on February 4, 2019. He was born on January 21, 1928 in Gardner, ME, 
the son of James and Eleanor Dineen. He joined the Army in 1946, received a BA from the University of Maine, and 
a law degree from Boston University. He had a career as a Boston attorney over a 65-year period, and also helped 
shape the city’s skyline, assisting with the development of several office towers and building complexes.  John 
summered on Kezar Lake at Westways and was a life member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wives 
Carolyn and Susan. He is survived by his five children—Jane, Martha Wales, Louisa Attenborough, Jessica, and 
J.K.—and eleven grandchildren.
Phoebe (Warner) Flanigan, 84, of Tequesta, FL, died on March 2, 2019. She was born June 8, 1934 in West 
Chester, PA, the daughter of E. Bisbee and Marie Warner. She received a BS in Education from Bucknell University 
and had a career of teaching early childhood education. She attended Camp Mudjekeewis from 1948 through 
1950 and later purchased “Pine Knoll”, a camp at Boulder Brook Club. She was a member of this Society. Phoebe 
is survived by her six children—Hugh, Heidi Tucker, Stephen, Mollie Allen, Patrick, and Phoebe—and nine 
grandchildren.
Jeffrey Prescott Harmon, 64, of Miami, FL, died on February 15, 2019. He was born on July 25, 1954, the son of 
Donald & Jocelyn Harmon. He attended the University of Colorado in Boulder and served in the Marines. He was 
the former Senior Vice President of Product Development at Sable Corp. Jeff spent his summers on Kezar Lake at 
the family camp “Glenwaydon” and was a life member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife Laura and is 
survived by his two daughters—Lindsay Skala and Taylor Prell—three grandsons, and his partner Michele Salem.
Shirley “Kris” Hansen, 88, of Lake Placid, NY, died on February 22, 2019. She was born in Greenville, MI on 
August 5, 1930, the daughter of Clarence and Mable Hansen. She earned a BS from Central Michigan University 
and spent many years teaching and coaching high school and college students in health and physical education. She 
owned Camp Mudjekeewis for a few years, purchasing it with Margie Hood in 1959. She is survived by her partner 
Jane Bacon.
Alice (Whitlock) Hollett, 87, of Redding, CT, died on January 23, 2019. She was born in Mineola, NY in 1932, the 
daughter of George and Mary Whitlock. She graduated from Mount Holyoke and for many years volunteered with 
Hospice and hospitals in southern Connecticut. She summer at Boulder Brook Club, purchasing a cabin in 1961, and 
was a life member of this Society. She was predeceased by her husband William, daughter Wendy, and a grandson 
and is survived by two children—Doug and Robin Wilcox—four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
Oliveanne Kimball-Scott, 87, of Lovell died on January 17, 2019. She was born in Portland, ME on January 3, 
1932 and was the adopted daughter of Fred & Irma Kimball. She attended Lovell schools and was an accomplished 
pianist, attending the New England Conservatory. She lived for many years in Northboro, MA. She was predeceased 
by her husband Jim and is survived by her three children—Fred, Doug, and Cecilia. 
Mariuna Morrison, 86, of Salisbury, MD, died on September 18, 2018. She was born in Savannah, GA in 1932, 
the daughter of Dr. Arthur and Linnie Morrison. She graduated from Georgia State College for Women and West 
Virginia University, and had a career teaching Physical Education and coaching at Salisbury Teacher’s College. Una 
attended Camp Mudjekeewis in 1948 and 1949 and was a counselor from 1952 through 1959.
Ronald K. Pelkie, Sr., 66, of Stow, ME, died on December 17, 2018. He was born in North Conway, NH on 
February 19, 1951, the son of Emerson and Pauline Pelkie. He grew up in Lovell and spent most of his life as a 
woodsman. He is survived by his wife Terry, three sons—Dewayne, Jeff, and Ronald Jr.—eight grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.
Caroline Kennedy (Morrison) Sorg, 85, of Marathon, FL and formerly of Flemington, NJ, died on January 4, 2019. 
She was born on July 26, 1933, in Maplewood, NJ, the daughter of Edmund and Caroline Morrison. She attended 
Endicott College and grew up summering at the north end of Kezar Lake on Sheep Island. She was a member of this 
Society. She is survived by her husband Roger and two children—David and Lynn Bell—and five grandchildren.
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If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-20” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

Gifts and Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Howard Buker—Lovell Tax List 
Book from 1818 through 1820; Skip Cadigan (in memory of Mary Cadigan)—large collection of photos of the 
Lake View House; Center Lovell Market—1999 Lovell Old Home Days poster; Linda Drew—permission to scan 
photos, news clipping, postcard, Auxiliary Police Maine CD arm band, correspondence; Anne Hall—information 
on the Eastman Johnson paintings at the Metropolitan Museum of Art; Allen & Patty Jenkins—Lalla Rookh 
by Thomas Moore; Nicholas Nikazmerad—portrait of Robert M. Eastman painted by Douglas Volk; Town of 
Lovell—Town of Lovell’s “Book of Licenses, 1830-1857”, “Bills of Sale, 1842-1849”, “Bills of Sale, 1849-1855”, 
“Record of Roads, 1800-1829”, Valuation Records for 1834 & 1835, and Valuation Book 1861-1876, records of the 
Center Lovell Cemetery Association. 
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from:  Morris Bailey & Anita Miller; Priscilla 
Brown; David & Alice Carberry; Donald Chandler; John & Nancy Conti; Deborah Davis; Scott & Jennifer 
Henderson; John Kaplan; Liz Kerr; Philip & Phyllis Marsilius; Dick Pilsbury; Mary Semple; Robert & Mary 
Tagliamonte; Jessie Timberlake.
Donations in the memory of Phoebe Flanigan have been received from: Stanley & Faye Armstrong; Arthur 
Brecker; Boulder Brook Club; the Clement family; Chip & Cathleen Cooke; Carl & Shirley Kah; Carolyn 
Lowther; Patricia Wahl; Vicky Willson.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Bruce & Susan Adams; Claudia Benge (in memory of Charlie 
Benge); Gertrude Blanchard; David Cadigan; Charles & Joan Dattelbaum; Stanley Dolley; Peter & Cary 
Fleming; Elmer Fox; Fryeburg Historical Society; Anne Hall; Collier Hands; Scott & Jennifer Henderson; 
Ford & Patsy Hutchinson; Ruth Knight (in memory of Frank Knight); Jacqueline Lewis;  Frederic Sater; Todd 
& Sarah Smith; Hunt & Margaret Stockwell; Kathleen Webster.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here 
or previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and 
friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly. 


