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Summers at Eastman Hill
By Jean (Witham) McBain

Jean Witham, in uniform, standing outside the superintendent’s house at Eastman Hill Stock Farm in 1965

In the spring of 1964 I started looking for summer
jobs in a couple of the local newspapers in the Lovell
area. I came across an ad for a job as maid at Eastman
Hill working for the owners, Joe and Patty (Eastman)
Carroll. The main reason the ad appealed to me was
room and board was part of the job description. My
mother and father had recently moved away from
Lovell and I wanted to stay near my friends from
Fryeburg Academy and the boy I was dating at the time
(my husband Jim). I responded to the ad by letter and
Del Cram called and arranged to interview me.

We met in the superintendent’s house in a room
close to the kitchen. It was a good interview. A few
days later Del called to say the job was mine if I still
was interested, and I was. The first thing that had to
be done was a trip to Porteous, Mitchell & Braun in
Portland to order three uniforms—two colored with
aprons to match and one white with two white aprons.
The colored uniforms were for day time activities and
the white for the dinner hour. When I served lunch I
could wear a colored uniform, but I had to put on a
white apron. They were to be charged on the Carrolls’

(continued on page 3)

From the President
Dinner at the
Garcelon Mansion

As we begin our summer season, we are fortunate to
be assisted by two summer interns - Adriana Wissmann
(about to begin her senior year at University of Kings
College at Nova Scotia) and Jonathan Griggs (who
has just completed his freshman year at William &
Mary). We will need their help, as we have a very busy
schedule this summer.
On Sunday, July 22nd, we will host our Summer
Fair, which is part of the Lovell Old Home Days
activities. Beginning at 10 am, antique dealers,
craftsmen, and a display of classic cars will be on site.
Our fast-paced and brief live auction, conducted by
regional historian and storyteller Frank Eastman, will
commence at 11am. Beginning at noon, we will have
Alternate Ending performing in the barn and antique
appraisals beginning at 12:30 pm. There will be a
variety of delicious luncheon choices and, later in the
afternoon, a raffle drawing of three great items.
We have twenty-one unique items to be auctioned
and they are presented on the last page of this
newsletter. If you are unable to attend and would like to
bid on an item, call or send us an email with your “not
to exceed” bid. We will have a reliable member of the
audience bid for you.
On the evening of Monday, July 30th, the
Attenborough family has generously agreed to
host another catered dinner at their beautiful 1908
neoclassical style home, known as the Garcelon
Mansion. Seating is limited, so if you wish to attend
reserve your seats quickly. This should prove to be a
memorable evening.
Wrapping up our summer events, on Sunday,
August 12th, we will be conducting our second Lovell
Barn Tour. We have selected eight of Lovell’s best
barns to tour from 1-4pm. After the tour, join us for
refreshments (hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar) at the
Pleasant Point Inn on the eastern shore of Kezar Lake!
Best wishes, Catherine Stone

July 30th, 6pm
Hosted by Neale & Louisa
Attenborough and Family
A catered dinner in their restored Lake Kezar
home, once owned by the Garcelon family.
Limited Seating
$125 per person
Call 207-925-3234 or
email lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
for reservations

Proceeds to Benefit the
Lovell Historical Society
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store account and shipped to the superintendent’s
house. Del warned me that they wouldn’t fit the same
by the end of the summer because the food was good
there and he was correct.
My pay was $45 a week, in addition to a bedroom
and meals. At the end of the summer the Carrolls and
their guests would give me substantial tips.
The job started in early June. My bedroom was
in the superintendent’s house and was located on the
second floor in the front of the house. It was a perfect
location because there were three windows which
allowed for good cross ventilation during the hot
humid days.
For the first week or so I was working with Del’s
wife Avis helping to clean and open the house for the
Carrolls’ arrival. Phyllis Chandler worked with us. Her
actual job on the Hill was taking care of the laundry
during the summer. She did that in another house on
the right side of the main house.
Soon the Carrolls arrived from Chicago with trunks
of clothing and many suitcases. Fortunately they did
their own unpacking. The house came alive with their
arrival. Everyone was at work doing their jobs. Irene
Gray was the cook, Bruce Smith was the gardener,
Phyllis Chandler was laundress, and John Chandler
worked with Del. It was a good group to work with.
I had to be at the main house at 7:00 A.M. because

Mrs. Carroll would ring a hand bell at 7:15 letting us
know she was ready for her breakfast in bed. I would
stand at the foot of the stairs waiting for the bell to ring
as it wasn’t a loud bell. Irene would be in the kitchen
setting up her tray. Every day that I brought her
breakfast up to her, I would find her cheerful and ready
for the day to begin. If Mrs. Carroll had her friend
Ruth Forbes staying at the house, then I would carry
another tray to her.
Mr. Carroll and a male guest named Mr.
Birmingham would eat in the dining room. While they
were eating, I would have my breakfast in the kitchen.
Irene and I would wash the dishes and organize the
kitchen together. The rest of the morning was spent
making beds, cleaning bathrooms, dusting, and
vacuuming. I would do certain areas of the house each
day, saving one day just to clean the auditorium. Mr.
Birmingham’s bedroom was in the auditorium so that
needed freshening up each day.
One of the big jobs was washing the kitchen and
utility room floors. The first time I did this I decided to
also apply a coat of wax to them. Irene always worked
in her stocking feet and because the floors were
slippery she fell and needed help getting up. I was on
my three-hour break when it happened, but when I
returned to work I was asked never to wax those floors
again.

The main house at Eastman Hill in the early 1960s
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but I know it added to the tightness of my uniforms. I
don’t recall ever having such excellent food as I had
on Eastman Hill. One afternoon a week Mrs. Carroll
would meet with Irene to discuss the following week’s
menus so Irene could create a grocery list for Del. He
would show up with boxes of food items.
On Thursdays, I just worked the breakfast period
and then could leave and didn’t have to return until
the cocktail hour. Mr. Birmingham would always slip
me some spending money on those mornings. I never
knew his first name. I knew he was from Texas and
very high up in a company that made Nivea products
(creams and lotions for the skin). Many of those
Thursdays were spent with a friend from Fryeburg.
She would pick me up, we would head off to North
Conway, and then she returned me to the Hill. We had
fun times.
A favorite job of mine was to create flower
arrangements for the dining table and for other areas
of the house. Mrs. Carroll’s bedroom always had
fresh roses and there was always a fresh rose on her
breakfast tray. I was also asked to do the same for her
friend Ruth’s bedroom and breakfast tray. Bruce the
gardener would put flowers for me in the large room
off the kitchen (utility room) each morning to be used
for the arrangements. Sometimes I would go to the
garden on my own to select specific flowers (which
may not have been appreciated by the gardener).
The gardens were gorgeous at all times. There
was a very long strip of petunias that ran parallel to
the left side of the main house. The petunias were
all the same color. It was an outstanding display. I
always marveled at it when I walked to and from
the manager’s house. Around the kitchen side of the
house there were pansies planted around the shrubs.
Every morning Del would dead head them to keep
them producing new flowers. They also made a nice
display.
Mrs. Carroll was an easy going happy person.
Mr. Carroll could be interesting. During my first
summer on the Hill, Barry Goldwater was running
for President and Mr. Carroll was a big supporter. He
came to the kitchen one morning with large Barry
Goldwater election pins and asked us to wear them on
our uniforms. Irene was willing to, but I refused. He
was clearly annoyed with me. There were a few days
of silence from him and then he was back to normal.
Irene wore her pin for two or three weeks and then
took it off. I saw him notice it missing and could see
he was not pleased.
It was made known to the help that we could use
only the bathroom next to the kitchen. One day Irene
was in there and Mr. Carroll decided to use it and

Eunice “Patty” Eastman (1905-1989) and Joseph
Carroll (1902-1967) on their wedding day,
May 10, 1957

Every good weather day the Carrolls went to the
golf course in the morning and would return in time
for lunch. Mr. Carroll was always in his knickers
and high socks. After serving them, Irene and I
would have lunch together in the kitchen. She was
an incredible cook. Again we would work together to
clean up the kitchen. I would work around the house
until 2:00 then I had the next three hours off and
would return at 5:00 to help Irene set up the cocktail
tray.
Dinner was at 6:00. Mr. Carroll asked me to
select music for them to eat by. I often played Judy
Collins music and other music I thought appropriate.
Apparently I talked too much to the Carrolls and
their guests while I was serving their meals and
Irene scolded me for that so I learned to stay silent
and enjoy the music. She and I had our dinner in the
kitchen while the Carrolls had theirs. As Irene and
I ate dinner she started noticing I avoided fish as
much as possible so she started giving me hot dogs.
It was much appreciated. At some point she decided
I should have a snack to take back to my bedroom
each evening so she would wrap up some cookies or
whatever she had. That was greatly appreciated too,
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without knocking walked in on her. She laced him out
telling him it was the “help’s” bathroom. She would
have locked the door but the bolt wasn’t working. The
next day a new bolt appeared. She was upset for days
over it so there was silence between them.
Some of my favorite moments on the Hill were
walking to and from the superintendent’s house to the
main house. The gardens, grounds and backdrop were
amazing. In the evenings Del, Avis and I would sit on
the side porch and talk or just enjoy silence. On a hot
humid evening it was a great place to be. During my
three-hour break each day I would spend much of my
time sitting on the porch reading and watching the
comings and goings of Del and John. They were busy
all the time with some project or other. The apple
orchard took up a lot of their time. Avis would be in
and out of the house always busy. I recall a lot of hot
steamy days during those two summers so the porch
was a good escape.
There were some serious thunderstorms on
the Hill. I often thought the lightning rod on the
manager’s house made us a target. One afternoon my
boyfriend brought me a whole watermelon as he knew
I loved it. That evening I was in the kitchen cutting
slices for Avis, Del, and me. Thunder was so loud that
I dropped the watermelon and it smashed all over the
floor. It was an incredible mess but Avis and I cleaned
it up, rinsed off the pieces and we all enjoyed it.
Not only was the thunder unusually loud during
that storm, but the lightning was very dramatic.

Rusty, their beagle, was my friend and I’m sure it
was because during those tremendous thunderstorms
he would seek shelter in my bedroom. He wasn’t
supposed to go into the bedrooms, but I always let
him. Avis knew it, but didn’t say anything. I even
let him under the bed covers with me. It seems that
when he was a very young dog lightning struck the
chain that he was tethered to, so he had reason to be
terrified.
The only time I ever had any criticism from Del
was when I put the laundry away each day: I didn’t
stack the towels straight up in the linen closet. He
wanted them exactly one on top of the other so
the pile was straight. He took me into the Carrolls’
bathroom to show me. They may have asked him to
speak to me. From that day on the towel pile was very
straight. Somehow I had managed on my own to pile
the washcloths and hand towels straight. I could tell
he hated to make an issue of it.
When their stay on the Hill ended the Carrolls
made a point of saying thank you to all of us for all
that we had done for them to make their summer
pleasant. When it was my second summer working for
them I found myself feeling sad when summer was
over because I knew I wouldn’t be back the next year
as I would be off to a full-time job. The Carrolls and
their guests were pleasant to work for and I enjoyed
the camaraderie amongst the staff. Avis, Del and I
kept in touch over the years.
•••

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Gifts and Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Margaret Babineau (in
memory of George Babineau)—Lovell’s 1901 Town Report, 3 early West Lovell school books; Barbara
Barber—copies of photos of Samuel and May Ring’s camp on Kezar Lake; Jack & Beverly Bassett—Last
Will & Testament and “My Statement of Wishes” of Paul Morton, Constitution & By Laws of the Lovell
Volunteer Fire Company, photographs; Sandra Bell—19th Century fire screen, items for the Antique Shop;
Bits & Bytes—computer services; Ben Conant—Holy Bible of Edward & Annie Woodbury (1883); Linda
Drew (in memory of Samuel H. Ring Sr.)—large collection of material on the Lovell Post Office; Carmen
& Beth-Ann Gentile—items for the Antique Shop; Barry Gilman (in memory of Faye Adams Gilman)—
collection of photos, permission to scan photos, genealogy information, items for the Antique Shop;
Charlotte Hobbs Memorial Library—seven sketches by Lawrence Stone, assorted magazine articles;
Susan Hamlin—article on Rudy Vallee, permission to scan photos, war ration book, assorted certificates;
Cliff & Eileen Hill—collection of photos; Marilyn Jones (in memory of Lucy Stearns McAlister)—Lovell’s
1937 Town Report, Lovell, Maine: A Collection of Photographs and Snapshots; Evelyn Kirkhart—2018
interview of Bobbie Wilhelm Holzer (grandniece of Roy Wilhelm); Julie Leverenz—1960 Camp
Mudjekeewis Yearbook; Lewis Dana Hill Library—five photo albums of the North Lovell Players
performances; Lovell Box Company—Lovell Maine sign, Evergreen Valley sign; Lovell Lions & Lewis
Dana Hill Library—large collection of Kezar Lake Grange #440 documents; Peg Mason—items for the
Antique Shop; Fred & Ruth Mitchell—1936 Philco Radio, Celestina Organette, World War I First Aid
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Kit; Penobscot Marine Museum—permission to use for research purposes two glass negatives from the
Eastern Illustrating and Publishing Collection; John Poss—envelope mailed to Enoch Wiley; Ken Smith
& the Eleanor Smith Family—Ephraim Flint’s “Book” with the earliest entries dated 1793; Sweden
Historical Society—Lovell Old Home Days trophy; Hal & Carol Taylor—Brown’s Camps brochure; Tom
Woithe & Susan Nolan—1858-1859 business ledger for Lovell Village’s General Store.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Morris Bailey & Anita Miller;
James & Rosalie Briand; Virginia Chandler; Deborah Davis; David & Betsy Freund; Joyce
MacDonald; Sarah Miller; William & Kathleen Morella; Linda Nicoll; William Paulmann & Sarah
Clemons; Richard Pilsbury; Robert Stearns; Robert & Susan Winship.
Donations to our auction and raffle have been generously made by the following individuals and
businesses: Bridgton Highlands Country Club; Allen Dotson; Ebenezer’s Restaurant & Pub; Carmen
& Beth-Ann Gentile; Harvest Gold Gallery; Joanne Howard; Kezar Lake Marina; Khiel Firewood;
Lovell Hardware; Dick & Linda Matte; Molloy Energy; Old Saco Inn; Quisisana; Rod Blood
Designs; Rosie’s Lovell Village Store; the Semple Family; Shawnee Peak Ski Area; Stone Mountain
Art Center; Hal & Carol Taylor; Robin Taylor-Chiarello.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Morris Bailey & Anita Miller; F. Michael Bannon;
Lyn Beliveau (in memory of Theda Stearns); Ray & Kathy Bessette (in memory of Henry McDeed);
David & Eva Bradford; Harold & Joyce Buckingham; Scott & Carolyn Conti; Deborah Davis; Elmer
Fox; Cricket Gentry (in memory of John Derr); Susan Glines (in memory of Timothy Barker); William
Grover & Carol McGarigle; Collier Hands; Linda Heald; Charles & Charlene Henderson (in memory
of Mertice, Carlton Jr., and Tim Barker); Jennifer Henderson; Carol Jaffe; Donald & Carolyn Knights;
Mike Larrabee; Ed & Sarah Miller (in memory of Jean Schoch); Linda Nicoll (in memory of Nancy
Hubbard Greene); William & Sandra Pitas; Bill Rudd & Lynda Rasco; Mary Semple; Todd & Sarah
Smith; Ralph & Marilyn Tedesco; Jason & Heather Ziegler.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been
listed here or previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of
our members and friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.

____________________________________________________
In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.
William “Bill” Albert Bailey, 88, of Salem, CT, passed away on March 14, 2018. He was born in Boston,
MA on July 13, 1929, the oldest son of Albert and Elizabeth Bailey. He grew up in Worcester, MA, attended
Colby College, graduated from Clark University, and served in the U.S. Army. He had a career in the
insurance industry and spent his summers at the north end of Kezar Lake on Rattlesnake Island. Bill was
predeceased by his daughter Martha and is survived by his wife Alfreda Shapere, five children—Liz, David,
Allison, Bill, and Elizabeth—ten grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
Gloria Ann (Lawrence) Buffington, 75, of Lovell, passed away on May 22, 2018. She was born in St.
Albans, ME on July 24, 1942, the daughter of Eugene and Florence Lawrence. While raising ten children
and two grandchildren, she worked as a housekeeper at Severance Lodge for more than thirty years. She
was predeceased by her husband Harry and son Brian and is survived by her remaining children—Dennis,
Pamela, Debbie, Holly Morse, Tina Fox, Susan, Tammy, Wendy, and Rachael—seventeen grandchildren
and thirteen great-grandchildren.
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Joan (Burgess) Brown, 87, of Sarasota, FL, died on May 3, 2018. She was born in Belfast, ME in
1931 to Harold and Inza Burgess. She grew up in Hiram, ME and attended Fryeburg Academy, where
she met her future husband Roger “Bud” Brown of Lovell. She served as town clerk in Conway for
over ten years, was very active in the Order of the Eastern Star, and was a member of this Society. She
was predeceased by her husband and her twin children, Bonnie-Jo and Steven Leigh.
Albert J. Fox, 74, of Stoneham, ME, died on April 5, 2018. He was born on April 1, 1944 in Lovell,
the son of Charles and Iva Fox. He graduated from Fryeburg Academy and worked for Grover Lumber
and AC Lawrence before having a career as a TV repairman. Albert served as the fire chief for the
town of Stoneham for 35 years, and was a charter member of the department as well as the Stoneham
Rescue. He also served the town as a selectman. He is survived by his wife Mary, three children—
Wendy Hammond, Mike, and Greg—six grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.
Michael L. Hatch, 57, of Lovell and formerly of Fryeburg, ME died on April 24, 2018. He was born
on November 16, 1960 in North Conway, NH, a son of Leonard and Rita Ann Hatch. He attended local
schools, graduated from Fryeburg Academy, and had a career as a carpenter. He is survived by his two
daughters—Alicia Nave and Arica—and three grandchildren.
Albert William “Bill” Heinz, 90, of Mechanicsburg, PA and formerly of Lemoyne, PA and Westfield,
NJ, died February 19, 2018. He was born on October 21, 1927, the son of Albert and Margaret Heinz,
and graduated from Brown University. He retired as Branch Manager for IBM and spent his summers
at his Boulder Brook Club home on Kezar Lake. He was predeceased by his wife Helen, daughter
Marjory, and son Mark. Bill is survived by two daughters—Wendy Bechtel and Catharine—three
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Thomas Henderson, 55, of Madison, NH, passed away on April 16, 2018. He was born on September
6, 1962. Tom was the executive director of the Greater Lovell Land Trust. He also volunteered and
participated in organizational events such as the Madison Old Home Week, Upper Saco Valley Land
Trust, and various community activities, such as coaching and officiating youth sports. He is survived
by his partner Teresa and his son Aidan.
Paul Littlefield, 84, of Rochester, NH, died on March 10, 2018. He served as a machinery repairman
1st Class Petty Officer in the US Navy during the Korean Conflict and retired from Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard as a toolmaker in 1986. He was a member of this Society. He is survived by his wife Cynthia,
two children—Barbara Miller and Bruce—three grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Dallas Rose (Kelly) Morris, 79, of Fryeburg, ME, and formerly of Lovell, died on May 14, 2018. She
was born on March 8, 1939 in Allagash, ME, the daughter of Leonard and Doris Kelly. She graduated
from Fort Kent High School and was an active member of several churches, hosting Bible studies,
teaching Sunday School, and helping with Vacation Bible Schools. She and her husband Dale owned
the Kimball-Stanford House from 1971 until 1976. She was predeceased by her husband and son Donn,
and is survived by eight children—Twyla Watson, Hallie Humphrey, Lyle, Leonard, Kelly Kiester,
Hale, Marla Brann, and Myah Tabbutt—twenty-two grandchildren and sixteen great-grandchildren.
Rev. Dr. Richard Olmsted, 77, of Hudson, WI, passed away on January 6, 2018. He was born on
August 30, 1940 in Lowell, MA, son of Louis and Winifred Olmsted. He received a BA from Drew
University, graduated from Yale Divinity School, and earned a PhD in Religious Studies from Yale.
After teaching at Colgate University and St. Catherine’s University, he served as a minister in Edina,
MN before becoming the Senior Minister at the Acton Congregational Church in Acton, MA. After
retirement, he often served during his summer visits to Lovell as a visiting preacher at the Lovell
United Church of Christ. He was predeceased by his daughter Allison and is survived by his wife
Marjorie and his daughter Christine.
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Summer Fair
Sunday, July 22, 2018
Antique Dealers & Craftsmen from 10am to 3pm
Classic Automobiles
Live Auction at 11am
Antiques Appraisals from 12:30pm to 3:00pm
Live Music by Alternate Ending
Delicious Barbecued Food & Pizza Oven
Raffle Drawing at 2pm
“Not to Exceed” Auction Bids Accepted if Not in Attendance
Live Auction Items: 						• Steamboat Cruise for 4 on Kezar Lake
• 200 Gallons Heating Oil Fill-up from Molloy Energy 		
• Empire Bureau circa 1850
• 10 Rounds of Golf at Bridgton Highlands			
• Dinner for 4 at the Oxford House Inn
• Jonathan Demme’s 1967 Correct Craft Mustang Boat		
• Rustic Kitchen Cabinet
• Private 6 Course Beer Dinner for 4 at Ebenezer’s Pub		
• Sterling Silver Bracelet by Harvest Gold
• Pair of Hand Painted Walking Sticks				
• 2 Twin Size Brass Bed Frames, circa 1880
• Double Size Jenny Lind Spindle Bed Frame, circa 1875
• Dinner & Show for 4 at Quisisana
• Decorative Loon Sign Bracket by Rod Iron Designs		
• Dinner for 4 at Severance Lodge
• Day Rental of a Pontoon Boat from Kezar Lake Marina		
• 2 Patriots Framed Photos from Superbowl 2017
• 2 Adult Lift Tickets at Shawnee Peak				
• Bucket of Balls & Dinner for 2 at Old Saco Inn
• 4 Tickets to Stone Mountain Art Center (Paula Cole Show)
• 1 Cord of Firewood from Khiel Firewood
Raffle Items:
		

$100 gift certificate to Rosies Lovell Village Store; $100 gift certificate to Lovell Hardware;
Limited edition color print of Herbert L. Flint’s 1915 Kezar Lake Map.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-19” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

