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     In Spring of 2017, The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art held a three-month exhibition entitled “Marsden 
Hartley’s Maine.” At its close, the show moved to 
Colby College where it remains available for viewing 
through November 12th.  Several of the paintings 
on exhibit portray scenes from North Lovell and 
Stoneham, ME.
     Marsden Hartley (1877-1943) was born in 
Lewiston, ME and beginning in his mid-twenties he 
made repeated visits to Lovell and Stoneham. Many 
of his early works depict Kezar Lake, Speckled 
Mountain, and Miles Notch. The painting Late Fall, 
Maine (1908) clearly portrays the field surrounding 
Wesley Adams’ cabin in North Stoneham. Kezar Lake, 
Autumn Evening (circa 1910) shows the distinct profile 
of Miles Notch while Carnival of Autumn (1908) and 
An Evening Mountainscape (1909) depict the north 
end of Kezar Lake as seen from the eastern shore.
      Hartley first came to Lovell in the summer of 1902. 
The previous summer he stayed at an artist colony 
situated at an inn owned by Bill Adams in North 
Bridgton. While there, Lovell was recommended to 
Hartley as it was nearer to the mountains. 
     During his first visit, Hartley stayed in Ben Gray’s 
cooper shop in Center Lovell. The second summer 
he lived in Charles Hamblen’s cobbler shop near 
the entrance to Douglas Volk’s Hewnoaks. Despite 
the proximity, he did not have any interaction with 
Volk—“I didn’t even get close to Douglas Volk” he 
later wrote.
     After late 1904, Hartley did not visit the area again 
until the spring of 1908. A prominent Boston collector, 
Desmond Fitzgerald, purchased a painting from 
Hartley of a Maine blizzard, and with the profits from 
the sale he returned to this area. He settled in North 
Stoneham, renting a little cabin known as “The Hut” 
that was not winterized.  In a letter to Arthur Plummer 
in December of 1908, he claimed his studio was 

“strewn with mountains in autumn glow – mountains 
in blizzard etc. etc.” He continued to rent the cabin 
seasonally for the next three years, producing many 
Modernist landscapes marked by vivid color and 
textured surfaces.
     Several local residents remembered his visits to 
Lovell and Stoneham. Charlotte Hobbs (1879-1968) 
described Hartley as “a solitary bachelor who always 
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From the President
     This summer was extremely busy and very 
enjoyable. We hosted two events—our Summer Fair 
and a House Tour—planted 5 large trees and 7 shrubs, 
and were fortunate to have the assistance of a great 
summer intern. 
     Adriana Wissman worked for eight weeks as an 
intern and took on a large project - cataloging all of 
the houses in Lovell. The finished project provides a 
wealth of information and should be available on our 
website as an online document in the near future. 
     Our Summer Fair was a great success, with beautiful 
weather and a large crowd. Antique and contemporary 
dealers were on site, delicious food was available, and 
live entertainment was provided by Alternate Ending. 
Back by popular demand, Frank Eastman served as 
a great auctioneer and new this year was a display of 
antique boats. Many thanks go to all the people, too 
numerous to mention, who donated their time and 
gifts. The fortunate winners of the raffle were: Jessica 
& Tom King ($100 gift certificate to Rosie’s); Bill & 
Anna Marie McCormick ($100 gift certificate to Lovell 
Hardware); and Jack & Susan Rossate ($100 gift 
certificate to Two Black Dogs Restaurant). 
     Over the summer we were able to paint more of 
the Kimball-Stanford House, thanks to a grant from 
the Mulford Fund. We also made some landscaping 
improvements. Elm trees, maple trees, and hydrangea 
were planted with the financial assistance of  funds 
donated in memory of Bonnie Fox and Jim Garcelon 
and a grant from the Robert & Dorothy Goldberg 
Foundation. We sincerely appreciate Sam Ring’s 
diligence in watering these plantings over the summer.
     We conducted our sixth House Tour in August, 
which was so popular we had to limit ticket sales to 
200 people. Our profound apologies to those who 
wanted to attend and were unable to, but logistics 
required us to put a cap on attendance. We always sell 
tickets before these tours, and encourage people to 
preregister. We want to thank our home owners—Betsy 
Alden & Leo Dunn, Neale & Louisa Attenborough, Hal 
& Carol Taylor, Charles & Maureen Tillett, and Janet 
Wadsworth—our docents, our food providers, and the 
Pleasant Point Inn for hosting the refreshment time at 
the end of the tour.
     Our Fall Harvest event will take place on Sunday, 
October 15th from 1 to 4pm. During this family event 
we will be pressing apples into cider and serving free 
refreshments. There will be a children’s crafts center, a 
petting zoo, and Birds on a Wire will be playing fiddle 
music. Come and enjoy the festivities!
     On Sunday, December 17th from 1 to 4pm we 
will host our Christmas Open House. The Kimball-
Stanford House will be decorated and we will provide 
refreshments, a bake sale, a raffle, and good holiday 
cheer for all members of our community.
    Best wishes, Catherine Stone

Fall Harvest

Sunday, October 15th
1-4pm

Performance by Birds on a Wire
Refreshments

Cider Press Demonstration
Petting Zoo

Childrens’ Crafts
Dealers

2017 Events

Fall Harvest  Sunday, October 15th
Business Meeting Tuesday, October 17th 
Business Meeting Tuesday, December 12th
Christmas Open House Sunday, December 17th



          3

(continued on page 4)

“The Hut” in North Stoneham where Marsden Hartley stayed, photo courtesy of Danny Barker

carried an umbrella and dressed in clothes that looked 
too big for him.” Sarah (McKeen) Grover (1899-1998) 
described him this way: “There was a man by the name 
of Hartley who lived in ‘The Hut’ in North Stoneham. 
He called himself an artist. He never worked. 
Whenever you saw him, summer or winter, he would 
be wearing a long coat down to his ankles.”
     Mavis Gallie (1897-1991), the daughter of Percival 
and Louise Chubb whose family continues to summer 
in North Lovell, remembered him as a “lanky” figure. 
She recounted during an interview in 1979 that when 
she was a child Hartley would visit her parents “just 
before dinner.” After long conversations on the steps of 
the house, her parents would feel “forced” to invite him 
to dine with them. She also recounted that one summer 
he pitched a tent behind their house (no corroborating 
evidence).
     While the beauty of the area had a lasting impact 
upon Hartley and his art, so did the people. He 
described the living as raw but vigorous, and he 

developed a close friendship with Wesley Adams 
of North Stoneham. He first met Adams at the artist 
colony in North Bridgton – Adams was the younger 
brother of the inn’s proprietor. 
     The home Hartley rented in North Stoneham 
in 1908 was near Wesley Adam’s two-room cabin. 
He made a habit of walking over most evenings to 
visit Adams, a recent widower who seemed to enjoy 
these visits. According to Hartley, Adams “believed 
in the better things” and asked no favors of anyone. 
He supported himself by hunting and trapping, and 
Hartley clearly admired his rugged individualism and 
simple life style, as witnessed in his autobiographies 
and unpublished writings.
     Hartley’s last visit to this area was in 1911. He 
then spent most of his life traveling across Europe 
and North America. In his later years, he returned to 
Maine, living on the coast and presenting himself as 
“the painter from Maine.” There is no doubt, however, 
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that the memory of his early visits to Lovell and 
Stoneham had a lasting impact. Decades after visiting, 
Hartley wrote the following: 

And if there is a finer view anywhere in this country 
I should like to see it, for the village of Lovell sits 
along a high road looking down over Kezar Lake, 
which is a long narrow lake nine miles long. From the 
other shore the deeply wooded land rises until from 
Maine it becomes New Hampshire and you have a 
completely clear view of the Presidential Range, with 
Mt. Washington in snow as late as September, and 
then it begins to be cold up there again and overnight 
its winter whiteness appears. I know of no handsomer 
scene than when the leaves have fallen and purple 
October has covered the land like a long stream of 
smoke. The clouds pile up in sort of large oyster shell 
shapes – banked solidly one against the other – the 
sun breaking through, covering the lower slope with 
long rifts of light of a lighter purplish hue suffused 
with pale ochre. When the sun strikes the whiteness of 
the high peak and the lake is black as midnight blue 
ink, it all seems like a fine example of old tarnished 
Spanish lustre, which I never did get to paint but 
always wished to do so.
                                      •••

Late Fall, Maine (1908), Colby College Museum of Art

Wesley Adams’ cabin and field in North Stoneham, 
photo courtesy of Danny Barker

An Evening Mountainscape (1909), Private Collection Hartley in 1911, on the banks of the Adroscoggin River, 
Bates College Museum of Art
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WESLEY ADAMS, HUNTER & TRAPPER

     During Marsden Hartley’s visits to North 
Stoneham, he developed a close friendship with 
Wesley Adams (1850-1933). Decades later he reflected 
in an unpublished essay entitled Wesley Adams - 
Maine Trapper: “It is a long time now since Wesley 
Adams came into my life to stay, and though Wesley 
must have long since gone from the Stoneham Valley 
at North Lovell, Maine to his place of peace, he lives 
vividly with me whenever I come to think of him.” 
     The following article helps to explain why Wesley 
Adams was so unforgettable. It appeared in a local 
newspaper circa 1903 under the title Wes Adams And 
His Plucky Wife Track Bruins and Call It Fun. The 
article gives a vivid description of the rugged and 
unique life of Wesley Adams and his wife Eunice 
(1859-1908).   

Wesley Adams with two of his grandchildren,
 photo courtesy of Craig Adams

     Tucked away among the ravines in Miles Notch 
is the little cabin of Wes Adams, the champion bear 
hunter of Stoneham, Me. Six feet tall and as straight 
as an Indian, he is a typical woodsman. He has 45 
notches on his gun for the deer he has taken from 
the mighty peaks of the big range and 22 bears is his 
record.
     Mrs. Adams – the helpmeet of this sturdy hunter – 
hunts bears as well and wasn’t frightened when she met 
a monster bruin face to face. She helps set the traps 
and shoots the rifle with marvelous skill and accuracy. 
It is, indeed, a wonderful family, and the 14-year-old 
son – who never saw a steam train or electric car – is a 
skillful hunter.

     Wes Adams does other things than hunting. There 
isn’t a large lapidary in the East but has handled 
some of the gems and precious stones he has found 
among the bleak ledges of the mountain side.
     One would be obliged to travel considerable 
distance to find a more harmonious family or a more 
cheerful cabin than this one tucked away under the 
shadow of the big woods.
     “Home!” says the old bear hunter as he smokes 
his briar in the ruddy glow of the fireplace. “Indeed 
it is. My boy [Jesse] hasn’t seen much of the outside 
world, and he isn’t much the worse for it. I tried city 
life once. Like it? Well, I guess not! Couldn’t stand 
the stuffy air and crowded streets. Goodness, I was 
pretty near a physical wreck till I got back to the old 
cabin.
     “Tell you what, mister, that isn’t the right kind 
of a life. The nature that made these old mountains; 
these rippling trout brooks and big woods made them 
for us to live with. Why, I couldn’t no more endure 
the dust of the city than I could face a bear.
     “In fact, I don’t mind the bears half so much. Sort 
of like a hand-to-hand tussle with ‘em. All one needs 
is a branch to tickle their nose with and another club 
to lay them down.”
     And Mr. Adams speaks with sincerity too. He has 
killed half a dozen bears in this manner. He rarely 
ever uses a rifle to kill them when he has them in a 
trap. He has brought down 22 of these monarchs, but 
he fears a snake. “Somehow,” he says, “I can’t stand 
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_________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.

Bruce A. Buxton, 75, of Portland, ME passed away on September 10, 2017. He was born in Skowhegan, ME, the 
son of Everett and Lucille Buxton. Following a career teaching at Camden-Rockport High School, he moved to 
Portland in 1988 and started his own business, Bruce A. Buxton Antiques. He worked as an appraiser and auctioneer 
and volunteered much of his time to local non-profits. For many years he provided fine art and antiques appraisals 
for the Lovell Historical Society’s annual Antique Show.
Christine D. (Thomson) Craig, 58, of Lovell passed away on September 12, 2017. She was born on December 10, 
1958 in Dorchester, MA, the daughter of Thomas and Carol Thomson. She moved to Maine in the early 1970s and 
graduated from Fryeburg Academy. Chris worked in North Conway, NH as a paralegal for many years, eventually 
owning and operating her own office, Legal Eagles. She is survived by her husband Stephen, two daughters—Lauri 
McGrath and Carey Craig—and two grandchildren.
Eleanor E. (Mains) Farrington, 77, of Lovell died June 25, 2017. She was born on September 12, 1939 in 
Bath, ME, the daughter of Robert and Cordelia Mains, and attended local schools there. She worked in laundry at 
Farrington’s Camps, as a nurse’s aide at Fryeburg Health Care Center, and at Camp Tapawingo in Sweden. She was 
predeceased by her husband Bob and is survived by her daughter—Fran Adams—and two grandchildren.
Richard Rowland Fox, 94, of Fryeburg, ME passed away on September 18, 2017. He was born in Harmony, ME 
on October 6, 1922, the son of Elmer and Ethel Fox. He moved to Stoneham, ME during high school and graduated 
from Fryeburg Academy. Dick spent many of his years farming and later in life established Fox & Sons, moving and 
jacking barns and buildings. He was a charter member and the fire chief for Saco Valley Fire Department, helped 
establish the Fryeburg Rescue Squad, and was a life member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife Anna 
and grandson Craig Thurston and is survived by his seven children—Judith Chase, Joyce Kennett, Jean Blake, Alan 
Fox, Thomas Fox, Kenneth Fox, and Karen Grey—13 grandchildren, and 17 great-grandchildren.
Robert H. Greene, Jr., 81, of Marlborough, CT died on January 14, 2017. He was born in Beacon, NY to Robert 
and Gladys Greene and grew up in Melrose, MA. He graduated  from MIT with a BS in Chemical Engineering and 
earned an MBA from the University of Hartford. He spent his career with Pratt & Whitney, serving as Manager of 
Engineering Human Resources. He summered on Kezar Lake and was a member of this Society. Bob is survived by 
his wife Janine, two children—Jennifer and Robert—and three grandchildren.
David W. Mason, 100, of Fryeburg, ME and formerly of Lovell passed away on September 15, 2017. He was 
born in New York City in 1917, the son of Appleton and Louise Mason. He graduated from Columbia and spent 
many years teaching. In 1956, he and his wife Peg moved to Lovell. They owned and operated Camp Agawam in 
Raymond, ME and Agawam Kezar Ski Camp in Lovell. Dave’s time in Lovell was filled with community service. 
Among other things, he was past president of the Lovell Conservation Commission, past president of Lovell 
Youthways, he spearheaded the effort to get tennis courts in town and the Veterans Honor Roll, and he served as 
fundraising chairman for the Center Lovell Firehouse and the Lovell Athletic Field. He was also a life member of 
this Society. He was predeceased by son David Jr. and is survived by his wife, three children—Barbara, Peter, and 
James—five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

their creepy actions. Honestly, I run from even the 
smallest snakes!”
     Mrs. Adams carries a gun and is an expert with the 
weapon. She can get around the woods fully as easy as 
her husband, and she helps set the bear traps. She is a 
naturalist, like her husband, and a lover of everything 
that pertains to the beauty of outdoor life. She knows 
the art of fishing and has climbed Speckled Mountain, 
the highest point of land in Oxford County, many 
times. 
     At one time when Mrs. Adams was picking 
blueberries on the mountain she met a big bear face 
to face. Her husband declares she was not in the least 
frightened. One time she went with her husband on a 
week’s camping trip on Speckled Mountain. They saw 
nine bears but were unable to secure a single trophy.

     One afternoon when she was alone in the tent a 
big bear came into the clearing. Mrs. Adams had only 
a knife for a weapon, but she stood in the door of the 
tent ready to fight if necessary. The big beast stood on 
his haunches and growled ferociously, but presently 
disappeared in the woods. The next day she saw a 
mother bear and her two cubs and watched them for 
a long time as they played around an old pine at the 
edge of the clearing.
     Wes has seen half a century and three years among 
the old peaks. It was love for the country that called 
him back to the old home. He was dissatisfied with the 
artificial conditions of the city. He longed for the free, 
honest life of the woods.     

                                          •••
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Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Bob Anderson & Terri 
Tomlin—items for the Antique Shop; Jim & Suerae Ballard—collection of photos from Sunset Inn in 1957 
&1958, items for the Antique Shop; Kris & Sukey Barthelmess—Farrington’s brochure, postcard of Kezar 
shoreline, 2 articles about Battle of Lovewell’s Pond, 2 Dutton Real Estate brochures, blueprint for property of 
Julia & Philip Trott, shipping crate lid for Horace Ginns; Norris & Roberta Bennett (in memory of Eleanor 
Walker)—framed photograph of the Stearns, Kimball & Walker store, framed photograph of the clubhouse at 
Lake Kezar Country Club, 2nd place plaque for the most original float during the 1977 Lovell Old Home Days 
parade, plaque given to Bennett & Leavitt for the prize winning float during the 1976 Lovell Old Home Days 
parade, deeds and documents; Robert & Judy Bishop—poster for Evergreen Valley Resort’s New England 
Jam Band on October 7, 1973; Bits n Bytes—computer services; Boulder Brook Club—permission to scan 
a Boulder Brook scrapbook compiled by Vivian Lowther covering the years up to 1986; Colby Museum of 
Art—Marsden Hartley’s Maine by Donna Cassidy, Elizabeth Finch & Randall Griffey; Linda Drew & Sam 
Ring Jr.—assortment of papers, cards, and photos from the Samuel & Rebecca Ring home; Glenn Grant & 
Jackie Andrews—auction item; Susan Green—collection of Camp Mudjekeewis material from when her 
mother Priscilla Dutton attended from 1936-1939 and 1943; Marc Greer—item for the Antique Shop; Allen 
& Patty Jenkins—items for the Antique Shop; Arden Johnson—three watercolors by Arden Johnson, thirty 
issues of The Delineator from 1901 through 1909, large collection of photos from Lovell events; Norma 
Johnson (in memory of Ruth Fox)—1880-2001 Lovell Town Reports, assorted Town Reports from Stow and 
Fryeburg, two boxes of sterographs; Diana Korzenik—permission to scan three Camp Mudjekeewis photos 
from 1949; Lovell Lions—official seal embosser for the Kezar Lake Grange in North Lovell; Dick & Linda 
Matte—oriental rug; John & Joan Miller—The Lovell Shop sign; David & Ruth Morine—two copies of 
the May/June 2017 issue of Maine Boats, Homes & Harbors featuring an article on the Garcelon Mansion; 
Andy & Becky Peter—information on Eva Paisley, owner of Sanctuary; David Sanderson—sheet music from 
six Rudy Vallee songs, news clippings, auction item; David & Arthur Sanderson— restored 1927 Old Town 
Sailing Canoe originally purchased by Don Dickerman; Family of Edwin & Joanne Sargent—permission 
to scan photos, cross stitch sampler, photo album of Farrington’s activities, 2 Farrington’s twin bedspreads; 
Bonnie Buhler Smith—two Camp Mudjekeewis paddles awarded in 1957 and 1958; Brad Smith—items for 
the Antique Shop; Dean & Pat Stearns—permission to scan photos; Roger & Donna Woodward—collection 
of photographs, permission to scan photos and postcards, autograph album of Harold Marston Stone; Jason & 
Heather Ziegler—permission to scan a hand-tinted Bicknell photo of Whitehead’s Beach.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Lyn Beliveau; Mercer & Mary Louise 
Blanchard; Donald Chandler, Jr.; Barbara Chivvis; William & Nicole Fitzgerald; Barry & Nona Gilman; 
Tom & Debra Gilmore; Ford & Patsy Hutchinson; Allen & Patty Jenkins; Joan Kieran; Bill & Lucy 
LaCasse; Franklin McAlister; Jack & Mary McWilliams; David & Ruth Morine; Deborah Nelson; Lou 
& Nancy Olmsted; Bob Pollard; Mary Porter (in memory of Arthur Porter); Bill Rudd & Lynda Rasco; 
Jack & Susan Rossate; Jim & Cecily Stone; Hal & Carol Taylor; Jim & Nancy Van Metre; Barry Weiss; 
Peter Wert.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Jim & Suerae Ballard; Raymond & Kathy Bessette 
(in memory of Henry J. McDeed); Mercer & Mary Louise Blanchard (in memory of Bonnie Fox); Robert 
& Kathy Booth; David & Eva Bradford; Arthur Brecker (in memory of Jacqueline Brecker); Estate of 
William C. Brooks V; Harold & Joyce Buckingham; Ginny Chandler; Peter & Cary Fleming; Elmer Fox; 
Joyce Fox (in memory of Bonnie Fox);  Michael & Patricia Friedman; Linda Heald; Carl & Shirley Kah; 
Robert & Pamela Katz; Kezar Realty (in honor of Louise Whidden & family); Kezar Realty (in honor of the 
Robert & Edith Schmidt family); Daniel Kirwin; Walt Krauser; Joyce MacDonald; Dick & Linda Matte; 
Irene McDeed; Ed & Sarah Miller; William & Janet Nichols; Andy & Becky Peter; William & Nancy 
Rackoff; Peter & Kathryn Schoch; Margaret Simpson (in memory of Arthur & Thelma Woods); Todd & 
Sarah Smith; Jean Stearns; Robert Stearns; Robin Taylor-Chiarello; Stan Tupaj & Rondi Stearns (in 
memory of Bonnie Fox); Herman & Nancy Voigt (in memory of Bill Sayles); Susan Welchman; George 
Westerberg; Bruce Zabinsky & Bonny Boatman; Jason & Heather Ziegler.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been 
listed here or previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our 
members and friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.



The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051

If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-18” or “Life,”
it is time to join or renew your membership.  Thanks!

Items for Sale

Lake Kezar by J.C. Bicknell
22x13 fine art giclee reproduction from an original 
hand tinted J.C. Bicknell photograph of Lake Kezar

$75 (add $15 for shipping)
1915 Kezar Lake Map by Herbert L. Flint

Limited edition 24x36 reproduction 
from an original hand tinted map

$100 (add $15 for shipping)


